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AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received the re-
port of the Auditor Gemeral for the year
cnded the 30th June, 1920, under the Audit
Aet, 1904, The report will lie on the Table
of the House.

EILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Meekatharra-Horseshoe Railway.
With amendments.

2, Herdsman’s Lake Drainage,
H

3, Public Service Act Amendment.
Without amendmment.

House adjowrned at 11 pam,

Degislative Council,
Monday, Z0th December, 1920.
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Ths PRESITIENT took the Chair at 3
P aud read prayers,
QUVRTION —KALGOORLTE DEPORTA-

TIONS.

Hon, T. MOORE (for Hon. A. H. Panton),
asked the Minister for Edueation: 1, Ts the
Minister aware that men have heen threat-
ened with depoertation by returned soldiers in
Kalgeorlie? 2, Ts he aware that two rail-
way employecs were ordered out of the town!?
3, Ts it a faet that those two railway cm-
ployees, having left the town under eompul-
sion, have been ismissed from the serviee?
4, Mas any report beeu received from the Po-
lire Department? 5, 11 so, what is the nature of
the report? 6, Flas any eomplaint been re.
ceived hy the Government from the trades
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unionists in Kalgoorlic on this matter? 7T,
If so, is it the intention of the Government
to take steps to maintsin law and order in
Kalgoorlic? 8, In view of the cirenmstances
of the dismissal of the two men will the Gov-
crnment consider their re-instatement?

The MINISTER TOR FDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Xo. The only advice the Govern-
ment have received is contmined in a letfer
from the scerctary of the A.W.TJ, at Bonider
and a report from the Inspector of Police at
Kalgoorlic. 2, No. 3, No. Two railway em-
plorees have been dismissed for being absent
from duty without leave. 4, Yes, 35, The
Inspector of Police, Kalgoorlie, reports that
a rumour wag corrent that members of the
Returned Soldiers’ League intended to fore-
ibly deport certain supposed leaders of the
0BU. As a vesult of action taken by the
Tuspeétor nothing of the kind took place. 6,
Yes, A letter from the secretary of the
AW, Boulder. 7, The Govermmnent will
maintain law and order at all times, Tn this
instanec the law wns not broken. §, The de-
cision in this ease rests with the Railway Ap-
peal Board, to whom one of the above-mcon-
tioned employees has already appealed.

QUESTION—FINANCES
TION,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN agked the Minister for
Education: 1, Are the Stump Aet Amend-
ment Bill, the Dividend Duties Act Amend-
ment Bill, the Land and Tneome Tax Assess-
ment Bills the only mcasures which the Gov-
ernment propose to submit to this House
during this ‘session, for the purpose of re-
storing the equilibrivm between the expendi-
tore of the State and the revenue of the
Btate? 2, Tf not, what other measures are to
he submitted?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: (1, and 2), Yes. TUnless something
unforeseen happens the defieit at the end of
the financial  year will he as  estimated,
£399,000, a8 against the defieit of £668,000
for last year. T'nder the circumstances "ad-
flifional taxation is not considered essen-

AND LEGISLA-

tial.
MOTION —WATER SUPPLY.
To disatow Dylaw,
Hon. A, LOVERIN  (Metropolitan)
[3.3]: T move—

That the amendment to By-law No, 112,
made hy the Jinister for Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage, wnder the pro-
visions of "‘The Metropolitan Water Sup-
pl¥, Sewerage, and Drainage Act, 190977
and lail npon the Table of this House on
the 15th of December instant be disallowed.

This is a small matter, hut important. T re-
gret having to bring it forward during the
closing hours of the session, but unless T do
so, the by-law, to which T wish to draw atten-
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tion, will become law and have cffect. Wo
have to deal with a by-law or regulation with-
in 14 days of it being placed upon the Table,
if we desire it to be disallowed. We know
that there is a shortage of water in Perth
and I nm sure ne onc desires to preclude the
Minister or his officcrs from doing the best
they ean, to prevent an insufficiency of water
being available for human consumption, and
from prohibiting to some cxtent the use of
water on pardens.  This ‘hy-law, however,
goes too far. It i3 sought to make this pro-
vigion o peninancnt by-law prohibiting the
use of water in the direction I have indi-
eated nnless it is repealed. It has to be re-
pealedd by the same process as that adopted
in order to give it effeet. It provides that
the nge of sprinklers shall be permanently
prohibited unless thix hy-law i3 disallowed,
The hy-law reads—

No person, shall, after the publication
of this by-law in the *‘Gazette,’* and so
long as it continnes in foree, wuse water
supplied under ‘‘The Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage et
1009, in any plaece within the metropoli-
tan water supply, sewerage, and drainage
areqa, as constituted under the said Aet, for
watering lawns or gardens by means of
merhanieal or fixed sprinklers or any other
meehanieal contrivance, or by means of any
temporarily fixed hose; except in the ease
of services to parks and reserves open to
the publie, services to bowling, ericket, golf
and other sports prounds, and such other
services ag the Minister after duve inquiry
shall think fit to exempt. Any person who
commits a breach of this by-law shall be
guilty of an offence and shaill be liable on
conviction to a penalty not exceeding
Twenty pounds.

The shortage may be only a temporary onc,
and, as a matter of fact, it will be in that
eategory, Tt is well known that after the hot
spell passes, the reservoir is nearly empty, but
atter a few days of cool weather, the reser-
voir fills up again. Tt then becomes possible
for. people to use their sprinklers again and
kecp the gardens, which we need so mueh in
Perth, growing as we would desire. That will
he the position nnder the by-law ag it stands.
Tt does not matter whether there is water in
the reservoir or not; the sprinklers are pro-
hihitedd and the gardens which we desire to seo
must disappear. 1f the department were to
promulgate a Wy-law, permitting some measure
of diseretion hy the Minister, which would en-
able him to temporarily suspend the use of
gprinklers, and allow them to be wsed later
when cireminstances warrant it, there could be
ro ohjection to the hy-law. To make such a
provision permancnt, however, is going alto-
gather too far. We have had a number of by-
laws more or less stupid isgued by this depart-
ment. There was one, for instanee, which pro-
vided that no person was allowed to put a
washer on his tap without infringing the law,
This by-law is another. The House should
take this opportunity to disallow the hy-law
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and snggest that if the Minister Jdesires o by-
law to temporarily prevent the nsc of sprink-
lers, he should make another onc and use his
discretion enabling houscholders to use the
water for their gardens as eircummstances war-
rant,

Hon, 8ir E. . Wittenoowm: [ second the
motion.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. H. P. Colebateh—East) [3.68]: T trust
the House will not agree to this motion. [f
we do so, members will find that it is not such
a small matter at all, but a particularly im-
portant one. It will mean that instead of
persons heing restricted in the use of sprink-
lers for watering their gardens, mauy people
will have to go without water altogether. As
to the suggestion that this by-law is perman-
ent, there is no permanency abont it. ‘The
by-law is in foree and will coutinue while
it is necessary. Directly the necessity ceases,
it will be repealed. There is no desirc on
the part of the Government or the depart-
ment to restriet the use of water. On the
contrary, it is their desire to have water used.

Hon. Sir B. H. Wittenoom: Will it be re-
pealed by a notiece in the “‘TGovernment
Gazette’’?

The MINJSTER FOR EDUCATION: Yos,
in the same manter as it was gazetted origin-
ally, and it ean be repealed just as quickly as
it was gazetted. [ will quote what happened
during November, which will give a fair indi-
eation of what has happened during the snm-
mer, The records show that the average aup-
ply drawn from the hills swarer supply was
2453,000 gallons. The total available from
the bores was 5,855,000 gullons, making a
total average daily supply available of both
hills and bore water, of 812 millions. The
average consumption for the whole month was
abont 83 mitlions per day. Thus, a daily short-

age of a quarter of a million gallons
was  recorded throughout the month of
November. Tt wns necessary to meet
the shortage oaud this was ddone by

drawing on the reserves at the service
and storage reservoirs. During the hot spell,
the November consumption herame abnormal,
and on the 19th November it rcached 914
million gallons, which is a miilion gallons in
excess of the daily supply. The vonsumption
went up steadily until on the 23rd November
it was over 11 million gallons, or 215 million
gallons in cxeess of the daily supply; and it
continned te average from 8% millions to over
10 million gallons until the 4th TDecember.
when these new regulations came into force.
That was the day the restrictions were intro-
duced, The highest consumption sinee that
date was on Wednesday, the 8th December,
when it was 914 millions. That will show that
a saving as compared with the highest con-
sumption in Novembher of threc-quartera of a
million gallons, which was achieved through
the ageney of thesc restrictions. TFrem the
ith to the 17th the average was 81 million
gallons. This shows that as a result of these
reatrietions we were just able to come within
the limits of the supply. At the time the
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regulations were introdueed, it was imperative
that something shoull be dene jmmediately.
The water in the main serviee regerveir had
fallen 16 feet and there was only 16 feet in
the reservoir, which has a total depth of 22
feet, This represents a reserve of 214 million
gallons. The reservoir at Mt, Hawthorn whieh
serves North Perth and Mt. Lawley had also
fallen to 15 feet G inches, which only left 114
willion gallons in that particular reservoir.
The reservoirs at Claremont and Fremantle
also fell rapidly, Since these restrietions
have been in force the reservoirs have shown
a alight increase. In the main storage reser-
veirs there was on Iriday last nearly seven
million gallons in the Mt, Hawthorn and Mt
Fliza reservoirs, showing an improvement with
these restrietions. These restrictions are not
|rarticularly arduous, The by-lay to whieh ex-
ception is taken, does not prevent people from
watering ‘their pardens but only prevents the
use of fixed or mechanical hoses,  Anyone
ean use his hose on his garden as much as he
dlesires. By the imposition of this restriction,
the position has been retricved.  There is not
the slightest doubt that had these restrictions
not been imposed, the water supply would have
been exhausted. On the 22nd, 23rd and 24th

of Novembher the consumption was over
ten millions per qdny and as the tem-
peratures  inercase in  January and Feb-
ruary, the congumption beeomes greater
than in November. From the figures in the
last annual veport it is shewn that the

consnmption in Jaunary, 1920, averaged 94
million gallons per day, as againat 14 mil-
lion gallons for November of that wvear.
This November has been partienlarly hot
ami perhiaps the consumption during the
month will show an inerease aver the normal
c¢onsumption for the month, hut without
these restrietions the water supply  would
have heen depleted. Tt is expeeted that 814
million gallens per day will be the consump-
tion dnring the months of JFanuary and
February, and if watering iz freely allowed
with the use of sprinklers and fixed hoses,
it is eertain that a great many of the resi-
denty in the metropolitan area will be left
without water. The department has Jone
what it could to meet the situation pending
the constraction of the large scheme from
the hills, regarding which the report of the
visiting engineer, Mr. Ritehie, of the Mel-
bourne Metropolitan Board of Works, was
1nid on the Table some little time jigo. Bor-
ing has been proceeding and  during the
coming week it is expeeted that  from
300,000 to 400,000 galtons will be added to
the daily supply, as n result of operations al
Oshorne Park. 1t is lhioped that the elec-
trical power mains will be installed  awnd
pumping plant in position in time to in-
erease the supply fowards the end of Joamw-
ary or the beginning of Fehruary by at least
it million gallons per day, Tf that is done,
it may be possible to rewove this rostrie-
tion. This new bore has struck water at the
comparatively shallow depth of 700 feet.
The water has a temperature of only 76 de-
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grees, so it will be mueh more palatable anid
altogether better for the gardens than water
from deeper bores, which usvally has a tem-
perature of over 100 degrees. In every other
eapital city of the Commonwealth, exerpt
Meclbourne, which has been fairly well sup-
plied, it has been found necessary from time
to time to restrict the water consumption to
even a greater extent than here. Last sum-
mer the restrietiona in Adelaide were very
much more severe than ours, and in Sydney,
too, restrictions were imposed, atthough this
year late raing have reudered it unneces-
sary. [n Brishane last vear the use of water
for gardening, bowling greens and the like
was cntirely prohibited, and even nursery
and market gardens were placed under res
trictiona, The present regulation does nnt
prevent people from Keeping their gardeus
alive, hnt merely eurtails the indiseriminate
use of water. Tt is common knowledge to
the officers of the department that many
who ordinarly use sprinklers allow them to
gtand for 10 or 12 honrs in one spot.  That
is wheore a big perecntage of the water ia
consumed, The positien is, are we going to
restriet that partienlar form of the use of
water, or are we going to run short and have
to restrict the domestic supply? T the hy-
law is annulied, the department will have no
option to introducing further by-laws adopt-
ing a wnore objectionable form of curtail-
ment, as for instance, the prehibition of all
use of water during certain hours. Before
the reguiation eame into force, people on the
higher land were complaining every day
that they conld get no water at all. Sinee
the regulation has been in foree, the com-
plaints from these people have fallen by 0
or 60 per cent. T put it te the Rouse thut
in the firat place there is not sufficient water
to meet the demand. The question then
arises, how are we to eke out the supply?
Shall it be by simply preventing the waste-
fui use of water on lInwns and -gardens
while we have water at all far their up-
keep, unothing could be wmore desirable---hy
fixell sprinklers, or by vestvieting the cow-
sumption far domestic purposes, by cutting
off all water during certain hours of i{he
dity ! Just w0 soen na an inereased supply
of water ix rendered avnilable by the means
I have enumerated, the hy-law will be re-
pealed.  In the meantime it is the least ob-
jeetionable method of restricting the nse of
water.

Hon. J. CORNELL {South) [3.19]: Every-
body knows there is a shortage of water, and
that the peaple living in the higher localities
hiave been penalised in consequence. Tf any-
hedy is to blame for the shortage of water
it is those charged with the administration
of the department. Al that they have done
by way of providing a supply is to exploit
the subterranean basin, the water from which
is positively harmful to gardens. In my
loeality, within a radius of a mile, there is
no publie grassed aren on which children
ean play. Tn conseqnence evervhody in that
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locality tries to maintain his own little plot
of grass. The water service out there has
not been improved during the last three
or four years, although no other locality in
the metropelitan area has gone ahead to so
ntarked an extent. There being a shortage
of supply, it is necessary that some restric-
tion should be placed on the use of water.
No¢ man should have water to burn when an-
other ecannot get water to drink. The houge-
holder has to submit to inconvenience if he
would keep wp his  lawns, while bowling
greens, gold links and raeccourses, mone of
which serve children, have water ad lib. T
agree with the free use of water on public
parks, so long as it does not eneroach upou
the domestie supply. Beeause I have time to
spare, I am using more water through my hose
that I would nse through my sprinkler. 1
suggest 1o the Minister that the regulation
should be modificd to the extent of permit.
ting the use of mechanical sprinklers dur-
ing certain hours of the might, say between
8 o’elock and 12 o’clock. Even to-day mech-
anieal sprinklers are being extensively used
on the sly. Y am not doing it, because my
sprinkler is only a poor one. If this regu-
lation could be modified in the direction T
suggest, it wouid serve to alleviate the situn-
tion. Watering by night is very much more
effective than by day; indeed the gentleman
who is eontent to apply bore water to his
garden during daylight hours, is only deing
his garden harm.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North}
| 3.28]: In seconding the motion it was not in
my mind to disparage the Water Supply De-
partment, but I felt that the motion would
afford a good opportunity for ventilating this
question, which is of considerable importance.
We cannot expect anybedy to go without
water for domestic purposes. On the other
hand, althongh the Minister speaks in casual
tashion about gardens, as if they could be
watered one day, let go for a week and built
up again in a day or two, we know that the
development of a gharden frequently requires
maonths it not years, and afferds very wuch
pleasure to the owner. One is not always in
a position to water his garden by hand, for
it takes n considerable time. Mr, Cornell
has shown ns how engily small places may be
injured by the want of water. T desire to
learn why no provision has been made ere this
to supply us with water. The Minister has
told us of all the efforts now being made
to inercase the water supply. But why was
it not all done long ago9 Last year we were
vestricted to watering during certain houra;
vet no provigion has been made for this sbort-
rue, exeept what we are told is now to be
wide, when it i8 virtually toe late. The jus-
tifivation advaneed for not having provided
an adequate water supply here is that it has
uod been done in other places, and that no
other eity cxcept Melbourne has an ample
supply. That is no justifieation, and in the
circumstanees it would be well if the water
snuply officials took some cognizance of a
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ilebnte of this kind and endeavoured, hefore
next year, to provide a good supply for the
citizens of Perth, The little decorations
aronnd the houses are of very great import-
ance; they arve a very refining influence, they
are very attraetive in appearance and they
forin a very genial and nice occupation for
those who take pleasure in them, and one ean
utderstand the disappointment of a person
who has labonred aml laboured to bring his
garden to n state of perfection and who finds
that, for want of a little water during the
hottest period of the year, his lawns and
gardens wilt and die. T hope the motion wil}
not have any disnstrons cffects, but my object
in scconﬂmg it was merely to ventilate "the
fact that no provision has been made to pro-
vide an adequate supply this year, which pro-
vision shiould have been made and which is
ouly now contemplnted when it is too late.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropotitun)
[8.31]: Every member who has spolfen re-
cognises the importance of giving the fullest
support to the Jinister in charge of the
Water Supply Department. At the same
time, members naturally wish to see that
whatever regulations are framed are framed
in a muuner whieh will give the public fair
treatment and a maximum of that supply so
essential for the wmaintenance of the beauty
spots around houses in which the owners or
ot'cupicrs do]ight. T am at one with meunbers
in the wish to give support to the Minister,
and I realise that Mr. Levekin, in moving
his motion, is in no way opposed to that
desire. 1 take it that what he wants is that
there shall be some modifieation in the rvegu-
lation now propounded, and this is only rea-
sonable.

Hon. A. Tovekin: A more elastic regula-
tion.
Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: = Precisely. The

hon. memher is not seeking to take from the
Minister the power to regulate the supply, so
that e may he able to provide for the pul-
liec penerally -that domestic supply which is
the first easential. T wventure to think that
som odifiention of this regulation could
he introduced.

Heon. 8ir B, H, Wittenoom: The Minister
snid it conld be cancelled at any minute,

Hon. J. NICHQISOXN: I admit that, but
the moment it is cancelled the regulation
wonld be of ne use, and a new regulation
would have te be propounded when TParlin-
ment was not in sessien. Tt would be better
to adopt Mr. Lovckin’s suggestion to give
the Minister power to prohibit from time to
time the use of sprinklers and mechanieal
contrivances during sueh period as he thinks
prover and of whieh lie would give notiee,

The Minister for Edueation: He hag that
jower now.

Hon, J. NTC'HOLSOXN: That being the
case, I do not see why he should enforee a
regulation whieh in itrelf is unyielding in its
influence, Tle should exereizse the power,
which the lender of the Housc states he pos-
wesges, to provent the use of aprinklers, and
rive notiee to thnt effeet, so that people will
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not use the water to the detriment of the
domestic supply. No one wishes to embarrass
the Minister; I am gure the mover of the
motion has no such intention. If the debate
were adjourned, with a view to seeing
whether the regulation might be modified,
the whole diffieuity might be overeome.

The Minister for Edueation: The regu-
lation may be removed as soon as the cir-
cumsatanees permit.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might be modi-
fied now to make it a little more elastie.

The Minister for Edueeation: It ecannot
be modified without imposing restrictions in
other directions,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would be well
worth a few minutes consultation if the diffi-
culty could be obviated. The reguiation
affects my district, but T realise that we
have to assist the Minister to do what is best
in the very difficult and trying eircumstances
which exist, and which T hope will be ob-
viatedl when the new supply is fortheoming.
As Sir Edward Wittencom suggested, this
dehate should serve to show to the Minister
the necessity for making preparations at
once to instal a supply which will render
similar regulations unnecessary in future.

Hon. J. DUFFELL
urban): I move—

That the debate be adjourned till this
day week.

Motion put and negatived.

{ Metropolitan-Snb-

Hon, J. MILLS (Central) [3.36]: This
disenssion on the shortage of water for
flower gardens, lawns, ete., in the city of
Perth has brought home to me more clearly
than anything has ever done before how the
people of the metropolitan area arc cosseted
and catered for, while people in the country
distriets arc neglected. Geraldton is the
second or third largest sea-port town in the
State and it is without a water supply of
any deseription whatever, notwithstanding
that the residents have been elamouring for
one for many years past. Yet, while that
state of affairg exists, we have a big discus-
sion here regarding the shortage of water
for the lawns and gardens of eity dwellers.
T am with the Government absolutely, and
T hope that before they go in for any fur-
ther expense to increase the water supply of
Perth they will eater for the country dis-
triets which are without water supplies,
Geraldton has no water supply. At Port
Hedland the people are carting water for 50
miles by train for domestic use and not for
lawns and flower pardens. What would the
people of Perth think if they had to put wp
with similar difficolties? I shall certainly
support the Minister.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [3.83¢]:
¥ huve rigen to speak largely on aceount of
the remarks of Mr. Mills. Collie, which is in
the district T represent, is in a very serions
position indeed owing to its water supply,
and this being so, it requires the attention
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of the Minigster for Water Supply just as
well as does the eity of Perth, The people
of that town run the risk of being poisonecd
on account of the water supplied there. Per-
bhaps T am not guite in eorder in making this
reference, but T certainly think the Minister
should be allowed to do what he thinks is
best in the interests of conserving the supply.
At the same time I would ask him to extend
his attention to those districts which, at the
present time, are in a very sad state, and
which will be practically withovt water dur-
ing the summer months,

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN (}etropolitan—in
reply) |3.40]: The remarks which have
fallen from Mr. Mills and Mr. Ewing are cn-
tirely beside the question. We all sympa-
thise with the country districts in the matter
of their water supplies, but the metropolitan
area is in quite a different position, inasmuch
ag it has a scheme which pays interest and
sinking fund and shows a profit on the water
snpplied. In these eircumstances, it is a sean-
dal that for so many yecars, we have been
without an adequate supply when there was
a demand for the water at a big profit, and
when the pipes were available to supply it to
the unsera.

Hon. J. Ewing: Whose fanlt was that?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Minister, in op-
posing the wotion to disallow this by-law,
hus, as waual, endeavonred to ecamouflage the
whole question. T did not suggest that there
was no shortage, and T did not suggest that
we should hamper the Minister. I realised
that there was a shortage and I gympathised
with the Minister in his efforts to maintain
the supply for demestic purposes. The point
¥ Qdid make, and on which the Minister las
rot touched at all, was that I wanted this
by-law made more elastie, or left more to the
digeretion of the Minister. The leader of the
House said that thiz byJaw could be brought
in to-day and repealed to-morrow. Then, of
course, it could be brought in again and re-
pealed onee more. Whether the reservoir is
full or not, largely depends on the weather
conditions. I have been to the reservoir, One
day [ was there the water was down to 5ft.
and a few days later, after a cool spell, the
water was nearly to the top again. This
shows that there is no need for a permanent
regulation of this kind. T suggest that a
regulation be framed which will give the
Minister more discretion. By publishing a
notice in the newspapers he could—

The Minister for Eduneation: Tt would he
neeessary to amend the Aet to do that,

Hon, A, LOVEEKIN: T do not think that
is s0, The Minister has to publish the regn-
lations in the ‘‘Gazette,’’ which is issned onee
a week. Meanwhile he could give notice to the
public through the newspapers that for a few
days the use of sprieklera would be dizallowed,
Then, when the reservoir filled up again,
he could announee that people were at liberty
to use the sprinklers again until further
notice,
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The Honorvary Minister: But the people
are uging the maximuwn quantity of water
1nOwW,

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: The hon. member
does not see the point. I think I under-
stand the question. It is perfectly plain that
if the reservoir is full of water, the water
is therefore for usc and can be used. If
the reservoir is necarly empty, the counsump-
tion of water must be vestricted. As T have
pointed out, [ saw the veservoir on one day,
with the water down tn 5ft—a wvery small
quantity for the wmefropolitan area—and a
few days later, after a cool spell, the reser-
voir wag full and the water should have been
available for gaeden amd other purposes.
There was ample water to go round. In-
stendl of having a fixed regulation whieh, if
an alteration were required twe or three days
hence wouldl have to be repeated, we should
have an clastic regulation giving the Ain-
ister more discretion. No one would complain
of griving the Minister full diserction, so that
at very short notice he could say,’‘ Youmay
or vou may not use sprinklers.”” This is my
object in moving to disallew the regulation
which is a permancut regulation, and for ask-
ing the department to bring in another re-
gulation which is more elastic. I have no de-
sire whatever to hamper the Minister. I
realige that he has his duty to perform, and
I realise that there is a shortage of water
during the spells of hot weather.

(tuestion put and negatived.

BILLE (6)—THIRD READINGS,

1, Permanent Reserves.

, Narrogin Recrcation Reserve.

, Navigation Act Amendment,

, Justices Act Atnendment.

, Bayawater Drainage Works.

3, Transfer of Land Act Amendment.
Passed.

-
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BTI.TL—SAT.E OF MARGARINE.
Order Discharged.

On motion by the Minister for Education
Order of the Day for the seeond reading of
thia Bill discharged.

BILL—WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted. -

RILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—STAMI® ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 17th December; Hon,
J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for
Fducation in charge of the Bill

[COUNCIL.]

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clange 2—Amendment of Scction 59:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move an amendment—

That in line 8 of the first paragraph,
after the word ‘‘security’’ the word
““or’’ he struck out aml ““and’’ inserted
in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, A, LOVERKIN: T suggest that these
words ‘“‘the Bills of Sale Act, 1899, or any
other Act relating to the registration of
seeurities’ Dbe struek out. ¥ am  advised
that the words will lead to diffirulties, .\
bill of sale scts out the maximum of the ad-
vance, and must thercfore be stamped for
the full amount, Would the Minister post-
pone the elause and look inte this point, and
ser whether or not these words eonflict with
other portions of the Aet itself?

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION: |
have no objection to allowing thia matter to
atand over for inquiry, or to make similar
inquiries into any nther amendments the
hen. member may have to move,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T desire to move &
new clause at the end of the Bill to pro-
vide that all future prints of the Stamp Aect
shall be consolidated.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I desire to move a new
clause also, with regard to trust funds.

On motion by the Minister for Education
further consideration of Clause 2 postponed
until after the consideration of Clanse 7.

Clauses 3 to T—agreed to.

Hon, A. LOVEEIN: Tfinder the Pactories
Bill we exempted stamp duties under declar-
ations, This is not provided here and may
lead to difficultics. T draw the attention nf
the Minister to the faet.

Progress reported.

RESOLUTION—RETURNED  SOTDTERS
AND RATLWAY PASSES.

Assembly’s Amendment.

Message from the Assembly notifying the
Couneil that it had agreed to the resolution
snbject to an amendment that, after sub-para-
graph (a) of paragraph 2 the following
words be added:—‘(3) Grant to ex-mem-
bers of the ALF. free railway transit for
one year, provided that they are,”’ now con-
sidered:

Hon. J. CORNELIL {South) [3.59]: T de-
gire to extend to hon, members in this and
another place the thanks of returned soldiers
for the manner in which they have received
this motion. These thanks will be supple-
mented by the returned soldicrs outside both
Houses of Parlinment. I propose to accept
the modification made by the Assembly.
Paragraphs (b) and (e) bave been agreed
to with a proviso which is in conformity
with the motion itself. Our hope is that in
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the interim the Federal Government will re-
cognise their responsibility in this matter, a
responsibility which has been put up to
them by the Returned Soldiers’ Assoeiation.
I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment
agreed to.

Question put and passed.

be

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous siiting.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[4.2]: The objeet of this Bill is to extend
the operation of the existing Wheat Market-
ing Acts. The Honorary Minister’'s speech
in moving the second reading left me rather
disappointed, as I had expected to hear from
him gomething on the subject of the fixation
of 9s. as the price of wheat fer local con-
sumption for the next 12 months. We know
that the Honorary Minister has put in most
of his time on the business of administering
the Wheat Marketing Acts.

The Honorary Minster: Nothing like it!

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We know that
he has attended a number of nonferenees in
the Eastern States, conferences which were
also attcnded by the Premiers of some of the
Eastern States and by the Ministers of Ag-
ricolture of other Eastern States. Wo know
that some little time ago, as a result of one
of these conferences, the price of wheat for
home consumption was fixed at 9s. per bushel.
¥ expectod to hear the Honorary Minister give
the House his confidence on this subject. I
expected him to throw some light on the rea-
sons which brought about this action of the
confercnee, But on that point we have heard
nothing from him. The matter is one which,
even if the Homorary Minister passes over
it lightly, should be prominent in the minds
of memberg of this Chamber. Membars gen-
erally are well aware that throughount the
English speaking world the price of wheat
hag experienced a considerable fall. We know
what has oceurred in the old country in that
regard. We know also that this season’s
Indian wheat crop shows a huge surplvs for
export, The same remark applies to Can-
ade. As regards Australia, we have the as-
suranee of the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth that this continent will have an
exportable sorplus of about 90 million
bushels. [ will admit that the e¢able reports
regarding the grain position elsewhere have
been meagre, but we have sufficient evidence
that the price of wheat has dropped very ap-
preciably., Tn view of that fact I consider
that something ought to be done in Austra-
lin, which has grown sneh a huge exportable
surplus, in the interests of the general com-
munity, rather than that the Australian Wheat
Board should fix the record price of 9s. for
wheat for home consumption. The efforts of
the board should, in preference, have been
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directed towards arriving at a figure whieh
would be just to the comsumer. I trust that
the Honorary Minister, when replying, will
throw some light on this subject. He should
let us know on what prineiple, or on what
premises, or on what basis the Prime Min-
igter and other Ministers attending the con-
ference proceeded in order to arrive at the
price of 9s. The matter is one which con-
cerns every member of the House, The peo-
ple of Anustralia, and partieularly of West-
ern Australia, want to know why, in view of
the bountiful harvest, the price of wheat to
them has been fixed at 9s, notwithstanding
that throughout the war and up te the pre-
sent time they have obtained their wheat for
home eonsumption at a far lower figure. Only
a2 few weeks ago the Parliamentary repre-
sentatives of the farmers, and also the far-
mers themaelves, were asking for world’s
parity for this season’s crop. To-day we hear
never & word about world’s parity. What
we do hear, and what we are definitely told,
is that the price of wheat for home consump-
tion has been fixed at 9s. per bushel not for
three months, or for six months, but for 12
months. World's parity has gone by the
board absolutely. The people who only a
few weeks ago Were 80 anxious to secure
world’s parity for their wheat bave mnow
dropped world’s parlty overboard, and have
definitely fixed the price at 9s. per bushel.
That action calls for some explanation, If
world ‘s parity was good enough o few wecka
ago, it should be good enough at all avents
for the immediate future so far as the whoeat
growers of this State are concerned. How-
ever, it seems to be a matter of demanding
world’s parity when prices are good, and of
calling on the general taxpayer of Australin
to subsidise the farming industry when prices
are not so good. Recent history tells ua that
the general taxpayer of Western Australia,
and he alone, through the Industries Assist-
ance Board enabled the wheat growers of this
State to carry on during the last four or five
years.

Hon, H. Stewart: The farmers would not
have nmeeded assistanec if they had had
world ‘s parity.

Hon., J. CUNNINGHAM: Probably that
is 80, but they couvld not get world's parity.
There were no boats to carry the wheat,
and, therefore, the farmers had to fall back
on the gencral taxpayer, . While I will not
say absolutely that the price for wheat for
local eonsumption has been fixed too high, T
will fay that the manner in whiech it has been
fixed is such as to leave the majority of the
people who are concerned entirely in the dark
as to the hasis on which that price was ar-
rived at.

Hon. J, Cornell: We know that the price
has been fixed by the growers.

Hon., J. CUNNINGHAM: Exactly., We
know that the growers have the right, through
their representation on the Aunstralian Wheat
Board, to fix the price of the commodity that
they sell. So far as T know, the wheat grow-
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¢rs are the only people in Australin en-
Joving such a privilege, The traders of this
State have their prices fixed for them by the
Prices Regulation Commission; and they are
not empowered to eleet representatives on
that Commission to fix the prices of their
commodities and articles of trade. The prim-
ary producer, however, the wheat grower, has
the power, through direct representation on
the Australinn Wheat Board, to fix the price
of his own product. T am not blaming the
Honorary Minister at all. T know that the
Honorary Minister has to carry out his in-
strwetiona. T also recognise that he is a mem-
her of the Country party, and, therefore, re-
st onsible to the Country party. Tt is no
doubt by those considerations that his actions
relative to fising the price of wheat have been
guided.

The Honorary Minister: No.

Hon, J, CUNNINGHAM: We do not know
anything definite, beenvge we have wot been
taken into the Honorary Minister’s confidence
on this subjeet. We ave completely in the
dark. I hope to get to know at Jeast some
of the facts on which the TTonorary Minister
and those associated with him have fixed the
yirice of wheat for home consumption at 9s. n
bhusghel, T know that a similar Bil to this haa
come before Parliament yearly for the pnst
three or four years, and that on every aceasion
this House has seen fit to pass the wmeasure.
When this Bill gets into (ommittee, however,
T shall move the insertion of a proviso to pro-
teet the interesta of the consumers in this
State. T am counfident hon. members, when
they have given the matter consideration, will
recognise the necessity for doing something
to protect the people generally in this matter,
So far, we have had no justification from the
Flonorary Minister for the fixing of the price
on which T have commented.

Ton. J. CORNELL {South) 14.13]: The
311l whieh we are asked to pass is practically
a re-enactment of cxisting legislation. Tt may
he dleseribed as an annual.  Whenever this
mepsure eomes up for consideration, T derive
a certain satisfaction from the reflection that
on the original introduetion of the measure
into Parliament there was opposition Ffrom
alimost every wheat wrower in the State. The
farmers and their Parlinmentary representa-
tives were at first utterly onposed to the idea
of o wheat pool. However, the idea of pooling
wheat has evidently come to stay.  Certain
hon, memhbers have seen the error of their
ways, and very many of their constituents
have also seen the error of their ways., The
pocling of wheat under the abunormal eireum-
stances which prevailed atr the initiatien of
the system was vossible only by reason of the
ecollective finaucial backing of the States and
of the Commonwealth as a whole. The posi-
tion which then presented itself was that to
all intents and purposes the wheat farmers of
Australia were growing wheat which, the out-
Inok indieated, would probably have ta he con-
verted into manure g0 far as the supply of
grain exceeded the normal loeal consumption,

[COUNCIL.]

which T admit is fairly large. The seas were
not open; shipping was not available in any
true sense of the word. Indeed, the scas were
closed, and the question of who was going to
control the shipping of the world and alse
the farmers of Australin was then wavering
in the balanee. There are two factors which
we will hear of to-day, or probably later on
in the disenssion of the Bill, that though the
collective eredit of the Commonwealth was
vzed to finance the wheat growers, they lost
nothing, inasmuch as the pool met all its ob-
ligations and paid all expenses. Granted that
is so. But [ have said that the pool was only
Jannched ami kept in operation by the collee-
tive credit of the Commonwealth, and the only
valid reason why the wheat never left the
shores of Australin was vested in the men who
kept this country free when they fought on
tho battlefields. That is the chief reason why
the pool has heen a sueeess, If you follow
the history of this pool throngh the Common-
wealth and you follow polities, and you follow
what has happened, you find that the poel has
hatd i curipus history, and that it has had a
remarkable faenlty for bringing about silence
in a eertain political party, where uproar and
neige was their chief prerogative. The Prime
Miniater early in the piece said so far as the
Federal Government were concerned, that they
dill not infend to earry out the operations of
the poat as heretofore, and intimated that that
wis the fanetion of the collective wheat
prowers of the States, plns the State Govern-
wents. The wheat prowers had become im-
bueill with the ettieary of the pool, and they
petitioned the Prime Minister to make it com-
pulsory for every farmer to put wheat into
the pool. Whatever may be said to the credit
ot diseredit of the Prime Minister, this ean
he said: that he showed them the deor. We
find that the varions States made all arrange-
ments it conneetion with the pool. That was
& comparatively easy matter, inasmueh as all
evisting wachinery was there, and it ouly
needed fo be envriedl on. They were gaing to
do evorything withont the finaneial backing
of the Commonwealth., Then taking into
considerntion  the aetion of the primary
produeer memhbers, in the national legislature,
we find that for weeks and weeks, owing to
the peeuliar cireumstances of the political
parties in the House of Representatives, the
Prime Minister, through the anties and ae-
tions of the primary producers who were con-
weeted with this pool, was at his wit’s ends
to carry on his Government. However, he had
more brains than they gave him eredit for,
and they found in the final analysis that it
was money and not noise that made the mare
to go. Woe find that though the primary pro-
ducers and their representatives decided to
continue the wheat pool, under existing con-
ditions, they conld not raise the money to do
so, They went to the Prime Minister. Evi-
dently he had his price, for that scetion of
the primary producers’ repregentatives in the
Federal Parliament whe were making all the
noise have been silent ever since, They have
not heen heard of sinee, not as the noisy see-
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tion that they were prepared to be. Next
we find a curious agitation in conncetion with
which the by-werd or the password was
““worldl's parity,’’ a password even to take
vou into an agricultural hotel. We find they
all wanted world’s parity, but now that par-
rot phrase or cry is no longer needed. A
meeting was held in Aelbourne, and at that
meeting the question of parity was dropped,
and a fived price for wheat per bughel
throughout the Commonwealth was arrived at
for one year. That fixed price was 9s. I
say, amtl [ have always said, that the best in-
dicator and perhaps the only indicator in such
a world wide commodity as wheat, that would
satisfy the producer of the wheat is the
world's parity, That is where the price is
regulated and where all sellers get from day
to day the same parity plus the cost of trans-
port and all other things., T would have no
objection if, from month to month, the farmer
got for his produects sold in this State, the
world's parity, minus the cost of transport,
insurance and freight, Bat it has been agreed
that he i3 to get 94, a bushel for 12 months.
Those who have made it possible for the
farmer to pool his wheat and to carry on are
ndvancing something in the vicinity of 30
millions, amil they are placed in this position
that they pay the 9s, within the State whether
the price goes up to 10s. or falls to 4s, In
nosense it s give and take. The chanee has
to he taken, whether or not the world’s par-
ity declines. So mueh for that, The man
who has to cat the wheat was not represented
ou the tribunal that agreed to the 9s. per
husliel,  That tribunal was composed: of
wheat growers and politicians, I know t{he
represcentative of the New South Wales farm-
ers aml growers, and there iy no man that I
have greater respect for, hut he is represent-
ing the growers. .

The PRESTDENT: ' Is the hon. gentleman
alluding to the Bili}" )

Hon, J. CORNELL: I desirve to lead up to
the position that somiething has occurred in
connection with the Wheat Marketing * Bill
wliieh will Lecome taw it this State of ours,
and’ that there is no referenec to it in the

“Bill

The
Bilk¢

Hon, .J. CORNELL: Yes, and by a peculiar
set of eircumstanees the people of thiz State
will he compelled to obey a law which is not
a Statute law, and has not had the considera-
tion of Parliament, There is no provision in the
Bill for the appointment of the growers® com-
mission who will fix the price at 9. a bushel
for the next 12 months. I have said that
those who have fixed the price are growers
and politieians, and though the Bill has come
to stay, T hope it will not remain long if those
who are interested are the people who will
frame the law that will be binding on the
commuonity. Those people have had no consid-
cration whatever. It is advantageous to the
grower to get the best price, and it is advan-
tageous to the politician that he should not
displease the grower. I object to the way in

PRESIDEXNT: An omission in the
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which this business has beca varried out. E
want to know where the potate grower comes
in and where other growers come in, whose
produce would be subject to the operation of
the Prices Regulation Commission.

The PRESIDENT: T am giving the hon.
menther a lot of latitude, but T do not think
I can allow him to continue in this way. I
woull like him to couneet his remarks with
the Bill under discussion.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: The staple product,
the essential product that this Bill deals with,
is, so to speak, corncred, and has to be sold
at a fixed price, at a flat rate, and those whe
are called upon to cat this cominodity, have
had no say in the watter, either through their
representatives  or  through  Parliament,
whereas in counection with every other com-
modity, the position has been entitely differ-
ent. T desire to enter my protest that there
is no provision in the Bill whereby we can
tleal with the sale of wheat for local con-
swuption. I have an amendment on the
Xotiee Paper and T propose during the Com-
mittee stage to ask members fo agree to s
provision which will place discharged sol-
diers in that paravount position they held
during the war and extend to them consider-
ation regarding the bandling of wheat.

Hon, J. E. DODD (South} [4.32]: There
are a few things 1 wish to say regurﬂi_ug
this Bill, which secks to give the Westralian
Farmers Litd. the handling of the whent: har-
vest. I have said here before, and 1 repeat
thia afterncon, that I conaider the farmer is
entitled to as mueh consideration as the
manfacturer. T have always had a eertain
amount of consideration and sympathy for
the farmers in any undertaking which will
give him the benefit in the world’s market.
When we have regard to the consideration
shown to.every other industry, I do not think
we ean afferd too much assistance to the
farming community, although T believe that
the publie is also eatitled to full considera-
tion, Some time ago I asked the leader of
the ITause severnl questions as to whether
preference to returned soldiers would be con-
sidered in any agreement made by the Gov-
crnment with outside bodies, T partienlarly
mentioned the Wheat Marketing Bill. Qn
that ocension the ledder of the House said
that it would be done. T do not see any re-
ferenee in the Bill, ov in the sehedule, under
whieh preference may be given to returned
soldicrs. [ think the Westralian Farmers
TAd. are to be complitented upon the en-
deavours they have made to assist the farm-
ing community by way of co-operation. Dur-
ing the last 12 months, however, since the
Iate manager, Mr. Murray, went to ¥ogland,
matters in connection with that firm have
not been ns satisfactory as formerly, with
regard to the treatment of returned soldiers.
After Mr. Murray went to England a man-
ager was appointed who, T helieve, was a
man of enemy origin. He made things un-
pleasant for the returned soldiers employed
by the firm,
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Hon. J, Cornell: [ should think he would
take advantage of the opportunity,

Hon. J. K. DODD: [ would like to ask
how many returned seldiers were discharged
while that individwal was in charge of the
firm{

Hon. H. Stewart: Who was that man¥

Hon. J. E. DODD: T have a great regard
for Mr. Murray, who, [ believe, has recently
been reappointed managing direetor. 1 went
on  the recvviting  eommittee with  that
gentleman and T Dbelieve he would be
willing to give cvery possible considera-
tion to the returned soldicrs of the State.
Sceing that .he has been reappointed, I think
the pogition regarding returned soldiers will
he much better in the future, During the
past 12 months at least, the returned sol-
diers have not had a fair deal from the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. Secing that we
are handing over the whole arrangements for
the wheat harvest to the Westralian Farmers
Ltd.,, I think we should insert the amend-
ment whieh Mr. Cornell has given notice of,
nuot only to secure preference to returned
soldiers, but to provide that there shall be no
digerimination against them. That is what
T am afraid has happened regarding this
company. T have frequently stated my opin-
ion as to the handling of the wheat by pri-
vate firms. I know what those firms have
made out of the farmers and out of the
workers, and T shall always be willing to
give the farmers’ eo-operative company all
possible consideration in managing their own
affairs, [ shall support the second reading
of the Bill and, if present, will endeavour 1o
secure the passage of MT. Cornell’s amend-
ment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Hon, J. Ewing in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister (Hon. C. P. Baxter} in charge of
the Bill,

Clauge t—agreed to.

t'lanse 2—Extension of Acts to wheat har-
vested in 1920-21:

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM:
amendment—

That the following further proviso be
added to the clause:—Provided alse that
wheat aequired under the ageney agree-
ment authorised by this Aect, or under any
agency egreement ratificd by *‘ The Wheat
Marketing Act. 1916,"" or any Act cxtend-
ing the operation thercof, and made avail-
ahle for local consumption shall be sold at
a4 price or priees, wholesale or retail, as
the case may be, not to exceed the price
or prices if any, lawfolly fixed under ¢ The
Prices Regulntion Aet, 1919,”7 and applic-
ible to the sale; but if no sueh priee is
fixed, or a sale takes place elsewhere than
in an aren proclaimed under that Act, the
price to be charged for such wheat on the
sale thereof, shall not cxceed 78, 8d. per
hushel.  Penalty: One hundred pounds.

I move an

[COUNCIL.}

We have a Prices Regulation Commission to
fix prices in connection with the wholesale
or retail trade. T desire to bring under the
jurisdietion of the Commission the power of
fixing the priee of wheat for local consump-
tion, It is not to the advantage of the pco-
ple of Western Australia that an agreement
shonld be ecntered into and the price of
wheat fixed by a tribunal sitting in  the
FEastern States, on which the consumers ot
the State are not directly represented. In
justice to the consuming publie, it would be
fairer if the price for local consumption
were fixed by the Prices Regulation Com-
misgion. The proviso sets out that wheat for
local consvmption shall not be sold at a figure
in cxcess of that fixed by the Prices Regula-
tion Commission, or if not fixed by that hody,
shall not excecd 7s. 8d. per bushel,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T oppose
the amendment. [ regret that T missed the
opportunity to reply to questions raised by
members during the second reading debate.
T was discussing matters with the leader of
the House and missed my opportunity. Some
members have asked “how the price of 9s.
was arrived at. A conference of representa-
tives of the Governments in the wheat pro-
ducing States was called, The conference
sat in Melbourne and, after a long discus-
sion, decided to acquire enough wheat for
the coming year for the different States. A
request wns placed before the Australian
Wheat Board, who were asked to quote a
price. The board asked for 93. per bushel
snd that price was accepted. In arriving at
that deeision the board considered what
sales they had cffected and they had up to
that time sold a very large quantity. The
Bill confers only the power to market, and
arrange for the transport of, wheat. The
gales we have made at 98. per bushel, de-
liveries of which extend over the coming
year, have heen made to eight or nine dif-
ferent countries, Thia shows that the price
of wheat is practically stabilised for the
coming yenr. It would not be reasomable
to suppose that all the wheat purchasing
countries, including Great Britain, would
make purchases at 10s. per bushel if there
were not a very preat likelihood of that
price being maintained. Fon, members have
said that the price should be fixed from time
to time on world’s parity. The first to be
found objecting to that would be thoge mem-
bers who advoeate it. If it were applied to
wheat for local consumption it would mean
10s. 2d. per bushel.

Hon, J. Cunningham: Where did@ you get
that information?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T get
weekly reports of the whole of the world's
wheat markets, and T am constantly noti-
fied of the positions of the markets of
Chieago ani England, which are two of the
most important. There was no complaint
when, in the early stages of the scheme,
wheat was being sold at from 3d. to 0d, per
bushel below world’s prices, no eomplaint
last year, when wheat was sold at 7s, 8d. per
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bushel as against the average worll’s price
of 93, The farmers of this State realised
9s. a bushe! for the wheat solil overseas last
year, and supplied wheat for home econsumyp-
tion at 7s, 8d. Even at the present time they
are giving the local eonsnmers that bhenefit.
On the facts before us, it is reasonable to
assume that the average price of wheat next
year will be 9s. per bushel. Some hon, mem-
bers svem to think it & erime that the wheat
grawers should expeet world’s parity, not-
withstanding that everybody clsc gets
world’s parity.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Then why did not
the farmers stick out for it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Boots and
many other commodities are sold to the local
consumer at prices much above world's
parity. The wheat-grower has to pay
world ‘s parity for all that he requires, yet
hon, members wowld deny him  world’as
parity for hiz product. Of course the pre-
sent price looks high, but we have only to
go back a few years to see that in ong sea-
soh the wheat-grower did not get his seed,
and that for the next two years he got very
poor returna indeed.

Hon. V, Hamersley: He got only 2s. Gi.
and 3s. per bushel.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes |
mys¢lf hove sold wheat at 2s, 3d, per
bushel. 1t takes a few years to pick up
those bad seasons. We know that many of
the clients of the Industries Assistance
Board are making good. But what is that
to those who have been on hare necessities
for the last ten or twelve yearst ‘What
would be said if it were proposed to con-
fiscate portion of the earnings of our mer-
chanta and doctors and lawyers?

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: In regard to the
merchants you have alrerdy done that
through the Prices Regulation Commission.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nothing
of the sort. The merchant’s profit has been
thore every year. All that the farmers are
asking for is world’s parity. At present Ss.
is below world’s parity. What prompted the
Premiers of Bouth Australin and New South
“Wales to call the conference was the danger
that the pricc should get too high before the
thing was settled.

Hon. J, Nicholson: Suppose the world’s
parity falls to 5s.1

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no chance of it coming down to that.

Hon, J. Cunningham: How do you know?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is much
more likely to rise to 14s. than to fall to 5s.
There is atill a shortage of wheat in the

world. The price cannot come down to any
grest extent until Russia resumes whent-
growing,

Hon, T. Moore: Is there any price-fixing
in Canadat

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, the
Canadian people are urging the Government
to institute o poo)l, because it is badly
needed. In the Argentine wheat was sold at
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a few shillings per bushel and had to be re-
purchased at 14s. a bushel

Hon. J, E. Dodd: What objection is there
to the Prices Regulation Commission fixing the
price of wheat for local consumption?

The {[ONORARY MINISTER: For one
thing, the wheat has been bought for the
people of Australia.

Hon. JJ. Cunningham:
paid for it.

The IM{ONORARY MININTER: Ln the past
the wheat has not been pnid for at the mill,
and the farmers have had to wait. Nobody
has commiserated with the farmers on that
point. But because the price is now a few
shillings higher than some people think it
should he, there i3 a howl. There was no com-
plaint laat year when wheat was being sold
below parity price. Tf the world’s parity
were now to fall to 7a. 8d. the priece of Os.
would only be giving the farmer back the loss
le made last year. [lowever, he does not ask
that. He asks onty for world’s parity. T truat
the Committes will not agree to the amend-
ment.

Hon, T. MOORE: T will support the amend-
ment. 1 am not at all satiafied with the ex-
planation given by the Honorary Minister, I
should like his statements to he backed up by
faets, 1 want some statisties, something to
show us what the prices are clsewhere.  The
Honorary Minister has said that he gets
weekly bulleting, T believe there are daily
bulletina coming to Australia by eable. Why
cannot the Houorary Miniater tell us cxaetly
what the prieo is to-day? 1 am not satisfied
with the way in which the price has been fixed
in Austratia. If therc is any onc section of
the community more than oanother against
which the ery of one big union could be raiged,
it 8 the farmers, I am glad they
have formed that big wnion, and rescucd them-
selves from the handa of the middlemen, bnt
I do not wish to sce the farmers extorting
more thau a fair thing,

Hon. R. J. Lynn: That is the trouble with
the onc big vnion.

Hon. T. MOORE: TUnfortunately, amongst
the workera the time has never yet arrived, Tt
is unfair that any one section of the commun-
ity should have the right to say what the price
of their comnmodity shall he without consider-
ing the effect it will have on the rest of the
community, The Minister declarcd that 15
or 16 ycars ago there was very little wheat,
and he added that the farmers had heen bat-
tling ever ginee then, He said that during
that time the eity dwellers were enjoying life.
I am not supposed to represent the city dwel-
lers; T am here to represent a big mining dis-
trict as well as a lot of farmers.

But you have not

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom: 1 am one of
your constituents.
Hon. T. MOORIK: That is so. The men

who are pioneering the mining industry are
not having a good time. They have been the
poorest paid of this class of wage earner in
Australin for the past five or six years. They
received n small advance recently, but they
have been called upen to pay increased
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freights on their flour and these, in the out-
Ising portions, are very heavy. The Honorary
Minister said glibly the other evening that the
local bread would be only sixpence. At Dwel-
lingup, which is only a comparatively short
distance from Perth, it now costs 5%.d. at the
shop, I am positive that the loaf of bread
will soon be over 1s, in the outlying portions
of the State.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is nensense,

Hon. T. MOORE: If the hon. member would
go into the figures he would find it is not non-
sense. The hon. member knows how heavy is
the freight over the 300 miles of railway to
Geraldton.  To-day a Bill to deal with the
sale of margarine was discharged from the
Notice Paper.,  Mention of this will cause
members to recollect that, owing to the high
price of butter, children have to eat mar-
garine. It is a shame that fn a eountry which
produces so mueh milk and butter, the pro-
duet should be gent away while Australian
children have to eat a subastitute, 1 have
heen wondering what substitute we shall get
for flour. Perhaps we shall have to fall back
on war bread smmilgr to that used in Eng-
land.

Member: Grow more whent,

Hon. T. MOORE: There is no neeessity to
grow more wheat. There is plenty of wheat
in the world to-day.

Hen. J. Cornell:
we keep it here. .

Hon. T. MOORE: Al the evidence goes
to show that wheat is on the down grade,
and this is proof positive that- there is a
surplis:  Only recently we saw by the paper
that the price had dropped 6s a (harter

The Honorary Minister: That referred to
Inst seaSon’s wheat,

Hon. T. MOORE: Still'it is a reduction in
price. In order to be: fair we should consider
every seetion of the community when fizing
pivices, The Honorary Minister was not right
when he said -that boots and other things
that the farmers have to buy cost more here
on account of the high tariff than on the other
side of the world, When T wag in England
hoots were twice as dear as they are here,
and [ belicve the same difference exists to-
day.

Hon. V, Hamersley: The price of hoots is
coming down.

Hon. T. MOORE: We have heard a lot
ahovt that, hut whenever T buy a pair of
hoots, I find they cost about the same old
priec.

Hon. [F. Cornell: They are coming down
Tecause people refuse to buy them,

Hon. T. MOORE: If it is a good thing for
one section of the community like the manu-
factorers to have price fixing, it should be a
good thing for all. Why ehould the farmers
set up a price for themselves? The farmers
have had their lean years, and I want to see
them get a fair deal, but I do not wish to
see them do well at the expense of the general
public. Wheat farming land in Western Aus-
tralia is very mnch cheaper that in other
parts of the Commonwealth, and this makes

There is nlenty for us if

Jpose te fix 7s, 8d,
by this morning’s paper that price-fixing has
JDeen .sbandoned in Vietoria.

[COUNOCIL.]

farming o better proposition here, That is
why I have gone back to farming, The same
class of land can be obtained here for almost
half of what it costs in Vietoriz or South
Australia, but within the next five or 10
years it will find its level. The price will
then be double what it is to-day. The Hon-
orary Minister said the deal had already been
made. Who gave anthority to make the deal?
I want something more tangible as regards
priees than the mere words of the Minister.

Hon. J. DUFFELT: While we are contem-
plating fixing the price for 12 months, it is
probable that the price in other parts of the
world will drvop considerably, We should in-
sert a provision that the loval price shall not
exeeed the London parity at any time. If
we fix the price at 9s. a bushel for local grist-
ing apart from what is required for local
vonsumption, we shall bave very few oppur-
tunities to export flour. The wheat will be
sold to compete with the prive ruling in other
purts of the world, and thus there will be a
shortage of offal here. If we grist only
syfticient wheat for local requirements we
shall have to import offal.

Hon, A. BANXNDERSON: We have read in
the Press that a similar amendment was pro-
posed in another place and was ruled out of
arder. What will be the position of affairs if
this amendment is passed and is sent back to
unrother place? .

Ien. J. Cumningham: That is noe eoncern
of purs.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 am glad to have
that assurance,

SPhe-CHAIRMAXN: The hon, member should

"uot refer to what .bas occurred in another

plave. . .
Hon. A, BANDERSON; T do not prepose
to, secing that I have had an assurance from

~one whe is in the confidence of the Govern-

ment.  This amendment seeks to continue
the insane aystom of price fixing. The Minis-
ter wants to fix 9s .and other members pro-
I was pleased to notice

Now we come
to the question of this scramble to look after
the intervests of the people who sent us here,
The {‘ountry party have done their best for
their supporters and have put up the price to
the most extreme limit they could fix, namely
LN

Hon. V, Mamersley: The Government have
Lought the whole of their requirements at
that price.

Hon. A. BANDERSOXN: We have no in-
formation on the question. We have to grope
ahout almost in the dark for information
which is essential before we c¢an come to n
sound conclusion, We should have a table
showing the priee of wheat in the Londoun
matket during the last three or six months,

Hon. V, Hamersley: Tt is quoted in the
NeWapapers.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It would be very
much bhetter to have a carefully prepared
atatement showing the fluctuations of the
market. T am representing the ponltry farm-
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cts, the small men and the consumers, and I
am voting for 7s, 84, a bushel.

Hon. J. Cornell: The poultry raisers are
heing charged 12s. 6d.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: We seem to have
reached the stage when cach member is going
to look after the interests of his own constit-
uents regardless of any other consideration.
No doubt a very competent GGovernment with
the wheat in their hands could put up an
almirable case for doing as they propose.
Tt ia simply a4 question as to how we are
going to vote. That being so, T am in favour
of Ts. 8d. a bushel, hecause that will suit the
people T represent here.

Hon, V. Hamersley: Then you are re-
pndiating the contract entered into by the
Government?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T have not seen
the papers on the subject, although the Hon-
orary Minister promised that we should have
an  opportunity of fully considering any
agresment that was made.

Hon, &, T G, W, Miles:
to have it last September,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What is the
azreement, :and who wade it? Are the Gov-
crument supposed to be looking after only
the wheat and butter industries of the State,
and completely ignoring the potato and fruit
industries?  We have seen their extraordin-
arv performance in the matter of assisting
the hutter producers.

The Tlonorary Minister:
arvist the potato growers.

Houn. A. BANDNERSON;

He raid we were

We offered to

Jt seems to me

we are getting worse aml worse, )
The {"HATRMAN: The hon. member is
digressing.

Mon. A. SANDERSON: Will the Govern-
ment give some freedom to the wheat grower
to enable himr to send a bag of wheat over
the railways to sotme consumer in Perth if
these two people desire to make a little deal
on their own? Sinee T cannot see that we
will be afforded an opportunity of fully dis-
cussing this proposal, T intend to vote for
the 7s, Sd.

Hon, Sir B, H. WITTEXOOM: T was under
the impression that the price of 83. had been
arrived at by experts in the Eastern States
after full and mnture consideration and in-
vestigation.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: The sam2 argument
applies to the Basie Wage Commission.

Hon. 8ir .. H. WITTENOOM: That is
not under liseussion. Tf we adopted the
prineiple contained in this ameudment, and
ench of the States fixed their own price, we
should not e ahle to do any business. Tf we
adepted the priec of 7s, 8d. and Victoria
fixed upon 6s.. Vietoria eould undersell us by
sending flonr to Western Anstralia.  TTow
could business b~ carricd on under such con-
ditions? The amendment is impracticable,
and unless T am convineed by further argu-
ment T shall be unable to vote for it.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: I would remind
Sir Edward Wittenoom that another bhody of
oxpierienced men, delegates of the A WU,
decided upon a cortain wage for employees

in the farming districts of Vietoria. Had
that body of men come before the hon. mem-
ber he would doubtless have told them to go
to the Arbitration Court, that being the pro-
per tribunal for the fxing of wages. The
same thing applies to the price of twheat.
The preper tribunal to fix that is the tribunal
appointed to fix prices.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Wheat
has been purchased by other countries for
delivery over the next year at a price exceed-
ing 10s, a bushel, We have sold more than
one-third of the exportable surplus of wheat
for next year. The market price to-day is
9s. 6d. a bushel. The States fixed the price
ot 9+ on the ndvice of the Australian Wheat
Board, whieh is made up of men most com-
petent to speak on the sahject. They also
acted on the adviee of the London board,
whi¢h is composed of the wheat selling agents
who represent Australia. The daily papers
supply hon. members with the latest infor-
mation regarding the price of wheat, If anv
important changes take place we always get
word.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Was it the wheat board
who fized the price, or the conference of
Premiers?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: The con-
ference of Premiers of the States—exeept
wyself representing Western Australia—met
in Melbowme some time early in November,
Western Australia did not join in until some
time after my return, but we joined in later
becavse it would have been impossible for
the States each to fix differcnt prices for
wheat. This conference discuased the posi-
tion of acquiring wheat. The wheat board
were asked ot what priee it should be ae-
quired. After mature consideration and act-
ing on the advice of their advisers, and their
kuowledge of the world’s markets, they fixed
the fair average price at 9s. a bushel, and
the represcotatives of the States aceepted that.
1 think they were very pleased when the
price of 9s. was fixed. Tf there is no com-
mon price, the pool must go by the hoard,
Similarly, & pool would not be pessible in the
absence of the element of cempulsion, This
wheat will be paid for as delivery is taken
of it

Hon., A. SANDERSON: Now we are get-
ting some information.

Fhe Honorary Minister:
you had before.

on., A, BANDERSON: We have had six
or eight important Bills to deal with during
the last month. The Honorary Minister has
leen dealing with nothing but wheat, and
ke should have all the information on the
gubject at his finger-ends. Western \uatra-
lia is a sovercign State. The Western Aus-
tralian Government send n representative,
the Honorary Minister, to Melbourne, and
thereby seek to bind us. The Honorary
Minister comes back here and says, ‘‘Thia
is the agreement; you cannot repudiate it
because we have agreed on it with the other
States and the Commonwealth.'' Tf that is
the ease, what is the use of our discussing
the agreement here? I am not concerned

No moare than



2504

us to whether any decision of this Chamber,
in the interests of Western Australia, puts
the Government of this State or any other
State or the Commonwealth, in an impos-
wible position. The Honorary Minister tells
us that Ys. is equal to world’s parity. The
question of the amendment is whether the
local price shall be 9s. or 7s. 8d. We are in
just as great a diffieulty as were the great
board of experts in Melbourne in arriving
at a fair price. Whom were the board of
cxperts considering?  The farmers. The
board were asking themselves how far they
eould push up the price of wheat in the in-
terests of the farmers. One can put up with
the ups and downs in the world provided
the dice are not loaded. But when it comes
to pulling strings with Ministers or Cabi-
uets in order to raise a price and put money
in one’s pocket, then therc is a fecling of
injustice on the part of the general publie.
We members who represent the consumers,
if we are true to their best interests, will
unquestionably vote in favour of 7s. 8d.
The *'impossible position’' which will arise
with regard to the Australian Wheat Board
and the Commonwealth need not concern us at
ali.

Hon, J. COCNNINGHAM: The Honorary
Minigter has not even attempted to justify
his Bill as against the present amendment.
How is the world’s parity to be fixed at pre-
sent? The wheat crop is just being har-
vested, and some wmonths must eclapse be-
fore any of it van reach Lendon.

The Honorary Minister: Does not the hon.
member know that the wheat crop is always
purchased long hefore this period?

Hon. .J. CUNNINGIIAM: Yes, but T am
getting at London parity. In the meautime,
on some basis adopted by the Honorury Min-
ister in Western Australia’s behalf, by some
manipulation of figures, 9s, per bushel here
has heen arrived at as representing world’s
parity. That price has been arrived at by
the Kastern States Premiers and the Honor-
ary Minister.

The Honorary Minister: The Premiers of
the other States have had nothing to do
with the price.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I understood
the Honorary Minigier to say that he at-
teniled a conference which was also attended
hy the Premiers of the other States, and
al which the price of 9s. was fixed.

The Honorary Minister: Twiee already
have [ said to-day that the Premiers met
mit deeided to acquire the wheat, anil then
voferred the question of price to the Aus.
tralian Wheat Beard, who, in consultation
with their advisers, fixed the price of 0s.

Han, .J. CUNNINGHAM: The position is
becoming elearer. Now we know where the
State Premicrz came in, and how the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board fixed the price. Earlier
in his remarks thc Honorary Minister stated
that the world’s parity to-day was 10s. 24,
per bhushel. T.ast Friday he said that the
world’s parity was 9s. 6d.

[COUNCIL.)

The Honorary Minister: What I said to-
day was that 10s. 2d. was the price repre-
sented by the sale of the 36 million bushels.

Hon., J, CUNNINGHAM: The Honorary
Minister says it is plain that there is a
world's shortage of wheat. But Amecrica
is reported to have an exportable surplus

of 311 million bushels, {(anada 116
million bushels, the Argentine 1% mil-
lion bushels, and Australia 90 miilion

bushels, Yet the Honorary Minister has the
ngsurance to stand up here and say that
there i8 a world shortage of wheat! We
know that, on the contrary, therce is a world
surplus, and that wheat prices are falling.
So much i3 plain from the Press reports.
In Chieago wheat is selling at 5s. per bushel.
Hon. A. Sanderson: At 5s. per bushel?
The Honorary Minister: That is absolutely
incorrect. The lowest price at which wheat
has heen sold there is 10s. per bushel,
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I am merely
going by the reports published in the Press.
Sir Edward Wittenoom seemed to be under
the impression that if the price of wheat
was fixed at 78. 8d. in Western Australia,
and at 68, in Vietoria or New South Wales,
wa would lose & large proportion of jur trade.
However, it is not a question of this House
fixing the price at 7s. 8d.; it is & question
of handing over the issuc of price to the
Prices Begulation Commission, T am sure
that Coromission will not fix a price which
would be in any way detrimental to the in-
terests of our traders in wheat. The same
thing applies to bran and pollard. We koow
that the Prices Regulation Commission pre-
viously fixed bran and pollard prices. Now
the amendment asks that the Prices Regn-
lation Commission shall, after making the
necessary investigations and taking the neces-
sary ovidence, fix the price of wheat for
local comsumption. The price of 7s. 8d. is
merely to apply in any ares which hzs not
been proclaimed under the Prires Regula-
tion Aet 83 an area where & certain price
ghall rule, and also in any area in respect
of which the Prices Regulation Commission
have not fixed a price for wheat. The same
position obtains relatively to  other com-
moditiecs. The Prices Regulation Com-
mission eannot deal with all the arcas
of the State simultaneonsly, and there-
fore must take the areas one by one
! advise hon. members to read the amendment
before making statements that we are fixing
the masimom price nt 7s. 8d. per bushel, 1
can see that there ia little hope of getting
from the Minister the real reason which actu-
ated the board in fixing the price at 9s. If
it i good encugh to ask the man who is pro-
ducing potatoes to go to the Prices Regulation
Commission to have the price of that comme-
dity fixed, it should be good enough alse for
the wheat grower to allow that same hody to
fix the price of wheat.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: [ de not know
whether Mr. Cunnineham has closely looked at
the Act of 1016, The amendment will have
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the effect of nltering an Act which was framed
for a particular purpose, and in that connce-
tion it is important to read the preamble. I7F
hon, members will read the preamble and read
Seetion 5 as well, they must arrive at the con-
clusion that the amendment is nof in order,
The 1916 Act is confined to the pnrposes men-
tioned in the preamble and Section 5, and
whatever action has to be taken in conneetion
with the fixing of prices or otherwise must be
concerted action between the States.

Hon. .J. Corneli: Then the preamble rules
the Bill out of order.

. Hon. J. NICNOLSON: The marketing of
the wheat has to be carried out under a con-
eerted scheme.

Hon, T. Moore: When does the Act expire?

Hon, J. NICUHOLSON: The Act is renewed
cach year.

Hon. T. Moore: We are just conmencing a
year; when does the Aet end and begin?

Hon, H. Stewart: The 1915-16 pool is not
yet closed, and the Act cannot end until it is
¢losed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The instance quoted
hy the hon, member with regaril to potatoes
is hardly comparable. Potatoes do not come
under g seheme such as the Wheat Scheme.
Wheat is the subject of an agreement between
the States and the Commonwealth, and we
must be bound by the terms of the 1916 Aect.
The amendment is to fix a certain price, and
that would need the ratification of all the
Btates, Whilst T have every sympathy for
the amendment I feel in the circumstances
that T cannot support it. T am desirous of
seeing whent supplied for loeal c¢onsnmption
at the cheapest possiblc rate.

Hon. H. Stewart: At a fair rate.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I venture to sug-
gest that the point T have raised is worthy of
careful congideration. The amendment might
geriously impair the provisions that have al-
ready Leen entered into.

Tlon. A, SANDERSON: As a legal point
has been raised that we have no power to do
what the amendment suggests, the matter
shonld be discussed and settled. To tell me
that this Chamber camnmot earry the amend-
ment does not seem to have any force at all.
Mr, Nichelson concluded his argument by
stating that he had every sympathy with the
motion. Tn that case why not hand over the
question of fixing the price to the Prices Regn-
Intion Commmission? What I object to ig that
the meeting in Melbourne should have fixed
the priec at 9s., and the question is now
whether we should agree to that, TIf we are
hore to reuister the decisions of this inecompe-
tent Government the sooner we get away the
hetter. T am going to repeat to the Miniater
that thosc pcople in Metbourne were sitting
there in the interest of the wheat growers,
and they pushed the price of wheat up to the
highest possible point,

Hon. V. Hamersley:
WEOng. .

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Was it after full
consideration of the desires and wishes of the
people in the different parts of Avstralia, and

You are absolutely
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the wishes of the consumers, that they fized
the priee at 9s.? If that was their attitude
they were doing an iinpossible job. I am still
under the impression that these people met in
Mclbourne primarily to secure a beunefit for
the wheat growers. My hon, and learned
friend has raised a legal peints I do not
agree with him,  That, however, does not
settle the matter,

Hon. J, CORNELL:; The Honorary Min-
ister hay told us how the price was fixed at
9s. The conference apparently said, ‘‘We
want enough wheat for the year; how much
do yon want for it?’’ The wheat board said
9s., which the Ministerial conference ac-
cepted and the deed was done. T do not take
any exception to the price, but to the way
the transaction was fixed up, and the scanty
facts which have been made public regard-
ing it. As a representative of a wheat eat-
ing part of the State, T am ns much entitled
to get from the Honorary Alinister a full
statement a3 to how the 9s. was arrived at,
as the Honorary Minister is to give that
statement to the wheat growers whom he re-
presents, The amendment will only result
in wheat not being sold below 75 8d4. TfF
the Prices Regulation Commigsion fix the
price at 12s. it will be sold at that. The Com-
mission would be #n impartial body. An-
other argument advanced agninat the accept-
ance of the amendment is that the wheat has
been sold nalready. What are we here for?
Why are we asked to ratify this agreement
if the wheat has already been sold? Assum-
ing that Parliament agrees to the amend-
ment, what will happent

Hon. J. E. Dodd: It will not be diaposed
of at lesa than 9s.

Hon, J, CORNELL: My objection is to
the method in whieh the price has been flxed
and also that we are asked to validate an
action which was taken two monthe ago.

The Honorary Minister: There is nothing
in the Bill about that. '

“Hon. J, CORNELL: The transaction has
been taken without statutory authority and
the amendment will give a statutory auth-
ority and repudiate what has been denc
without statutory-authority. Tt does not ap-
peal to me whether the Farmers yget 7s, or
125, T have an objection to the method by
which the farmer has got his 9a. 1 want to
s0¢ if we eau provide against the perpetun-
tion of the iniquity of making the povliry
farmer, the pig raiser and others huy what
wag renlly wheat husks after the weevils had
done with them at a higher priee than the
miller wns asked to pay for f£.a.q, wheat. The
miller was asked to pay 7s. 81 for fa.q.
wheat while the poultry farmer was asked to
pay 12s. Gd. Tf any body of men ean say
that that was a fair and honest deal, then
they would not be fit to eater a publie insti-
tution like this. Tt was not fair, and it
recked of Tammany Hall and eorner methods,
It is not fair to make men, some of whom
went away to fight in order to make the in-
dustey possible, pay such exorbitant prices.
The miller hag the price of his flour fixed hy
the Prices Regulation ICommission and -the
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price of brend made from the mitler’s flour
is also assessed by the same hody. While I
am not enamoured of the Prices Regulation
Commission-—it has kept a lot of people
quict—they should be given the power sug-
gested. At the same time I am reverting to
the opinion that the old open market was a
good deal better than the system to-day.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Cor-
nell has drawn attention te the very point
which telis against his argument. He says
that the pig raiser and poultry farmer have
had to pay 12s. 6d. for wheat while the
miller got his f.a.q. supplies at 7a. 8Sd.

Hon, P. A. Baglin: Whose fault was thatf

The HWONORARY MINISTER: The
millers were supplied with f.a.q. wheat at
7s. 8. for the consumer's beneflt, and the
poultry farmer and pig raiser and 3o on were
supplied on the bagis of the export price at
that time aud not on the basis of the highest
market rate, As a matter of faet, we sold
a fair amount of wheat last year at 16s. 3d.
during the time the poultry man was asked
to pay 12s, 6d. The price of Ta. 8d. for
human consnmption was agreed upon last
vear and the poultry farmer and pig raiser
could not be supplied at that price.

Hon. T, MOORE: I am eurprised at the
Honorary Minister’s statement beecause he
said that the price paid here for wheat was
94, as adopted )y the board, and now we
hear that wheat was sold to wmen in  this
State for the requivements of the industries
mentioned at 12s. 6d. We are getting =
little Hght to-dny.

The Honorary Minister: That is ridienl-
ous; you do not understand it.

Hon. T. MOORE: T can understand the
facts as they are put to ws. We are told
how the price was fixed at 9s, and yet we are
told that some of this wheat has heen sold
to pig raisers and others for 12s. 6. That
is a remarkable state of affaira.

Hon. H. Stewart: Yoo are all mixed up
about it. That price was the average for the
whole of the local consumption.

Hon. T. MOORE: T have gone on what
the Honorary Minister has said.

Hon. H. Stewart: The pool got np to 16s.
4d. f.o.b.

Hon. T. MOORE:
and other charges.

Hon. H. Stewarf: Not at all

Hon. T. MOORE: The sooner the publie
know the position, the hetter. Tt is sug-
gested that the whole averaged 9s.. That is a
ridiewlons proposition, It has been said that
some wheat has been sold at a mueh lower
price and that 16s. 6d. was the highest
figure.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles:
have been much at 16s. 6d.

Hon. T.- MOORE: The legal point which
has been raised is one upon which we require
more information. We should know hew long
this Aet i8 to be continued. Tt 33 said that
the amendment will amount to repudiation
as sales have already been effeeted. T do
not agree with that eontention. The present
position could not go on for all time. We
have given fhese people power to sell wheat

That ineluded treight

There conld not

{COUNCIL.]

and if they have sold it, I am not in favour
of repudiating their action. We must stand
to the deal if it has been made, but we ean
at least agsk: What about next year?

Hon. G, T. G. W, Miles: The Government
will -come down with the same tale in the
alosing hours of the session and tell us the
same thing, that the whent has been sold
already.

Hon, T. MOORE: That is the point we
rhould consider. How louny is the Bill to ¢on-
tinne in operation? [ do not know what we
can do to get out of the present diffieulty
andd prevent the perpetuntion of this for all
time. The Act needs amendment, T have
avery gympathy with the farmer, but T ob-
jeet to the manner in which he set about
vaising the price of wheat for himself.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 pm.

Hon. J. CORNELL: When | contended
that pig and poultry raisers should not he
compelled to pay an unreasenably high price
for their wheat, the Honorary Minister said
the price paid hy those people was the
world’s parity. Bui is it rcasonnble to enter
into an agreement to supply f.a.aq. wheat at
7s. 8. for home consumption, and say that
the inferior wheat for pigs and poultry shall
be sold at world’s parity? The Minister
has not explained why the pool should ex-
pleit the pig and poultry farmer requiring
inferior wheat, What is to be the future
position? Ts it proposed that the pig and
poultry fariners shall pay more than 9s. for
their wheat if the world’s parity shonld ex-
ceed that figure?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Pig and
poultry feed will be sopplied on an fua.q.
basis at 9s. [If there is a very large qnan-
tity of wheat belew f.a.q. value, it will be
gupplied at pro rata prices,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Will it be compul-
sory on the pig and pounltry farmers to ex-
haust the inferior wheat before they ean
draw on the fa.q.? Tf 40, they will be in
the same position as before.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There will
be a fair quantity of inferior wheat avail-
able, and nccessarily that will have to be
cleared before f.a.q. wheat is nsed for pigs
and peultry,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T want to know
whether the pig and poultry farmers will he
able to get wheat at 9s. per bushel?

The Fonorary Minister: Yes.

Hon, A. SBANDERBON: That is n distinct
statement. Now T want to knaw whether,
in order to get wheat, they will lave to
write to the M?aister, or whether they will
be able to send to a friendly wheat farmor
and pay him 9s. pev hushel for the wheat,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Provision
is made this year for the pig and poultry
farmer to deal direet with the wheat farmer
and so save thé expense of distribution.

Hon. A. Sanderson: This news is so good
that T ean searcely eredit it
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The HONORARY MINISTER:
given you that assurance,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Yes, yes, I know.
Amendment put and a ivision taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. 9
Noes .. - Lo 12

I have

Majarity againat .. 3

AYES,
Hon. F. A. Baglin Hon. T. Moore
Hon, J. Cornell Hon., A, H. Panten
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon, A. Sandarson
Hon, J. W. Klirwan Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon, A. Lovekin (Tetler.)
NOEB.
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. C. McKenzle
Hon. B, M. Clarks Hon. G. W. Mlles
Hon, H. P. Colebatch Hon. J. Mllls
Hon. J. Duftell Hon. E, Rose
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. J. Nicholaon
(Teller.)
Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clanse 3—Autherity for agency agree-

ment. SBchedule:

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: T will ask the
C‘ommittee to strike out the elanse. Last
year and the previous year the Honorary
Minister gave us an assurance that no fur-
ther agrcement would be entered into until
Varliament was first coonsulted. We are
again in a position that leaves us no option
hut to agree to the proposition contained in
.the Bill; otherwise the wheat cannot be
handled. The Government are treating this
House in a fareical manner. What is the use
of any aspurance given by the Honorary
Minister? Just now he gave an assurance
to Mr, BSanderson that pig and pouliry
farmers would be ‘able to obtain wheat at
9s. per bushel. What is that assurance
worth? We have had previous asaurances
from the Honorarvy Minister, not any ot
them worth the paper they might have been
written on. [ will vote against the clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There cer-
tainly is ground for complaint in this, T did
give Mr. Miles an assurance last year, but
events have happencd over which T had no
control. Tn the first place, the Prime Minister
stood out for 10 or 11 weeks and so matters
could not be finalised until very late. More-
over, the Bill has been held up for a con-
piderable time in the Assembly, I did my
ntmost to have it brought down at an early
date. The wheat must be handled by some-
hody, and if the clause is struck out, we shall
bhe in a most unfortunate position and will
have te inenr considerable additional expense.

Hon, G. T, G. W, MILES: T am not satis-
fiedd with the explanation snbmitted by the
Honorary Minister., He proposes to give the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. another one-eighth
of a penny for handling the wheat, and also

-ing before us for the last five years.
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to relense them of some of their liabilities.
Tt secms that the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
are running the Government of the country.
I protest against the Government entering
inta these agreements without first consulting
Parliament.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: The Honorary
Minister has told us that if we do not pass
the elanse somcthing desperate will happen.
It could not be more desperate than what i
happening now, We ar¢ permitting the Min-
ister, year after year, to bring dawn a Bill
of this kind, while we simply register the
ediet he puts hefore us. On page %14 of the
‘‘Hansard'® of 1916 the Honorary Minister,
who was not then a memher of the Govern-
ment, said——

T think the Government should step in
and handle the scheme. Why should they
not do so. T see no difficulty in the way.
Wer have a general staff to handle the
wheat.

To-night we have had a paltry apology from
the Minister that eircumstances have pre-
vented him from bringing down the Bill
carlier, but we have had that apology every

vear. On the 18th December, 1018, ‘‘Hans-
ard’' page 1711, the Honorary Minister
said—

I regret it is so late in the session to
bring down this Bill. The delay has arisen
through having to enter into two difficult
agreeinents.

We have had this proposition of wheat handl-
Surely
the Government could have brought dawn a
Bill at the beginning of the secssion. Tha
explanation this year is that the Prime Min-
ister has been responsible for the delay. If
we reject the clause, what catastrophe s
likely- to happent T cannot imagine any great
difficulty in arranging for the handling of the
wheat if it has to be brought to the railway
siding and a ecortificate given for it there.
For this House to be asked, in the last week
of the session, not once or twice but three or
four times, to register this agreement, is
tantamount to handing over the whole of
this affair to a most incompetent Govern-
ment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tf the
same conditions as obtained in 1816 prevailed
to-day, T would still be of the same apinion.
fn 1918 the wheat was handled by differem
agents, and it was a very costly method. By
the appointment of one agency, we have made
a tremendouns saving,

Hon. G. J. G, W, Miles:
vate enterprise do it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no firm who could organise and undertake
the handling of the wheat.

Hon. G. J. G- W. Miles: Qther firms of-
fered to do it at a lower rate than that paid
to the Westralian Farmera T.td.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They had
a reason; they were quite prepared to lose
money in order to get the handling of the
wheat. They admitted it,

Why not Iet nri-
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How G, J. G. W. Miles:
e¢xonerate you,

Hon, J. CORNELL: T cannot opposc the
clause, because the Bill gives the Govern-
ment power to nequire the wheat, and it
merely becomes a question as to who shali
handle it, T would supgest the insertion of
a ‘proviso that no further agreement shall
he entered into until it has been ratified by
Parliament.

The Honorary Minister: This is subject to
the appreval of Parlinment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Tf Parlinment struck
ont the clause, the Minister wounld bave to
get someone else to acquire the wheat. Tf we
refused to pass the clanse, the Minister conld
not logically go on with the agreement, hut
he could enter into an agreement with some-
one else. T have heard no charge against the
Westralian Farmers Ttd., and T would sooner
see them handle it than a8 unwmber of firms, |
mave an amendment——

That the following provico be inserted:
—'*Notwithstanding  anything contained
in this section, or in any section of the
principal Act and its amendments, no fur-
ther wheat acquiring agency agreements.
shall he entered into by the Minister untit
presented to and ratificd by Parliament.’’
The HONORARY MINTSTER: T offer

no objection to the amendment.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T should think
not; there is no reason why the Minister
should. T conpratulate the Government on
their method of dealing with this Chamber.
Tt seems that members are prepared to hand
over the eontrol of everything to them after
a few protests. T am prepared to harass and
embarrass the Goverument as much as I can
on one rondition, that no injury is done to the
welfare of the country. The amendment is
identieal with the clause, and I ask the Com.
mittee to reject the amendment and the
clause for the same veason. The Honorary
Minister aud his sagacious colleague offer no
ohjection to the amendment. If we struck
out the clnuse the country would not be em-
barrassed. In any agreement the Miniater
makes with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., or
with other agents, the interests of the coun-
try would not be saerificed, and the effect
would L to show that this Chamber dis-
sociates itaclf from the netion of the Govern-
ment in bringing thes¢ measures down so
Iate in the secssioa.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I hope the amend-
ment will not be aceepted and that the clavse
will be passed. Tf we strike out the elause
the farmers will be left in a very unfortun-
ate position. 1 have no sympathy with the
Government for having brought down this
measure 3o late in the session. The farmers
looked forward to a Bill Leing presented and
passcd two months age. They have had their
wheat bagged in the fields and the white ants
have been eating it, and there has been no
one with authority to handle it. The wheat
is being put on the trucks and carried over
the railways, and who is responsiblef

That does not

- [COUNCIL.]

Hon. .
ment.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : And everyone will
have to guec the Railway Department for losa,
The farmers are in 4 very unfortunate posi-
tion; they are in a position they should mever
have been pnt in,

Hon. T. Moore: Are the Westralian Farm-
ers handling the wheat now?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Not that T know
of, but they are probably ready to deal with
it. The farmers are already sending their
wheat down, trusting to Juck that it will be
reasonably carefully handled by the Harbour
Poard. fn the past they have lost wheat by
the truck, by the ton, and by the bag, awl
have never been able to get noy redress
from the Railway Department; neither have
they any puarantee that they will receive
eredit for the weight of wheat they send
away, If the clause is strick ont the farm-
ers will be in a worse position than ever, and
this may be intensified at any time by a rail-
way strike. The Government promised
months ngo to have the Bill brought down,
but now it comes before us at the end of the
40ggion.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Have the Wostra-
lian Farmers' people posted at the different
ratlway stations waiting for railway wagons
to come in to be londed with wheat? If so,
it is an extravagant way of doing things.

The Honorary Minister: Wheat is being
carted in all day long. The agents take de-
livery of it from the farmers and load it on
the trucks.

Hon. A. SANDERS8ON: The fruit people
have to dump their own fruit down, and it
is very often left lying on the station for a
long time. I protest against Parliament be-
ing associated with this agreement. If we
strike out the c¢lamse the Honorary Minister
would still complete hiz negotintions, but he
must do a0 on his own responsibility,

Hon. V. Hamecrgley: We could have done
something like that two months ago.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We are assured
that already the Westralinn Farmers are col-
leeting the wheat, The striking out of this
elange wonld not prevent the Honorary Min-
iater signing the agrecment with the Wes-
tralinn Pavmers. Tf we ratify this agreement
we associnte guraclves with the proposal, but
if we eot it ouwt altogether we throw the
rcepongibility on  the Honorary Minister.
Wlhen one is interested in, for instance, a
hag of wheat, one is apt to brush everything
on one side su long as the particular bag of
wheat reaches the market in gooed order and
condition, Iow will the striking out of this
clause damage the arrangement between the
Honorary Miunister and the Westralian Farm-
era?

The HONORARY MINISTER: If this
clause is struck out T shall take it as a diree-
tion that T am not to enter into an agreement
with the Westralian Farmers, Hon. mem-
hera’ ebjection to the clanse is on the ground
of the late introduction of this Bill, for which

Sanderson: The Railway Depart-
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1 am exeeedingly sorry. Can they show any
other reagon why they should object to .it¥
What good can they do by rejecting it? To
do so will only place the Government in the
position of finding some other and more costly
way of handling wheat. The saving under
this agreement will be tremendous. Has there
been anything wrong in the pnst, or has the
work been done in a faulty manner? Out of
pure cussedness members ssy that this most
bmportiant clause in the Bill should be cut
out. If they think they are doing right let
them prove it.

ITon. G. J. G. W. MILES: They would be
doing right. One reason why I am opposed
to the clause is that I wish to show the Gov-
crument that they cannot treat this Cham-
Ler with contempt, That is what they have
done for the last three years. KEach year
the Honorary Minister has assured us thet
ne agreement would be entered into without
tiis Chamber bheing consulted, It is about
time we showed the Government we do mot
intend to be treated like a Jot of sehool ehil-
dven, I hope the clause will be rejected, and
that we shall put the Government in their
Place.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The rejection of
this clunse will not be an indiecation to the
Government that they are not to make a
coutract with the Westralian Farmers,

The Honorary Minister: 1 shall take it as
such,

Hon, -A. SANDERSON: That shows how
foolish the Honorary Miniater is. In his arro-
gance he I3 going to take it that the Wea-
tralinn Farmers should be cut out. T do not
object to the Westralian Farmers doing the
watrk, but if [ knew more about the matter
{ might do so. Tt is an amazing attitede for
the Honorary Minister to take up after we
have given our assurance that the rejection
of the clause will not have the meaning he
would give to it. We do not wish to be asso-
ciated with any of these measurcs which are
hrought down so late in the session.

Hon, T. MOQRE: Whilst the Honorary
Minister has had power to sell the country’s
wheat and to fix a price for it, he had no
|'ower to make an arrangement with the Wes.
tralian Farmers for the handling of it. Last
¥ear’s meagure only dealt with the 1919-20
hurvest. When he entered into the present
agreement he did so without any authority.
We shonld fix now what is to he done next
your. .

Amendment put, and n division taken with’
the following result:—

Ayes

7
Noes | ]
Mujority against 6
AYES,
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J, Cunningham Hon. A. H. Panton
Han, G. W. Mllex Hon. F. A. Baglin
1lon. T. Moore (Teller.)
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NOES, .
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. C, McKenzie
Hen. E. M. Clarke Hon. E. Rose
Hen. H. P. Colebatch Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon, J. Duffell Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon, Sir B, H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. J. Mlile
Houn, R. J. Lynan

(Telder.)
Amendment thus negatived.

Clauge nt, and a division taken with the
{ellowing result: —

Ayes 15
Noes §
Majority for 7
Noxs.
Hou, €. F. Baxter Hon. T. Moore
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon. J. Duftell Hon. E, Rose
Hon, V. Haterstey Hon. H. Btewart
Hon. J. W. Hlckey Hon. SItE. H, Wittenoom
Hon. R, J. Lynn Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. J. Mllls (Teiler.)
AYES,
Hon. F. A. Baglin Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon., J. Cornell Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. A. J. H, Baw
Hon. J. Duffell Hon, A. Sanderson
{Teller.)

Clause thus passed.

Clange 4—Amendment of Section 10 of
principal Aet:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What is the mean-
ing of this clanse?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The object
is to make the control of llicit sales simpler
and meore effective. Under Bection 10 of the
existing Act the Government have not the
1¢Cessary power.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Do the board fur-
nish an aunual report to Parliament?

The Honorary Minister: No,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 ask hon., mem-
bers to note that reply. The clause gives fur-
ther extraordinary powera to the Minister.
Surely it is wot unreasonable to ask for a
report from the hoard at the end of each 12
months.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON : This clause proposes
to insert a new subsection, to be numbered 3,
in Section 10 of the existing Act, which al-
ready has a Suhsection 3. I agree with Mr.
Sanderson that the power sought under this
new clause is extraordinary, and altogether
too great. A fine of £500 for an illicit sale
of grain is sufficient penalty without voiding
the contract of sale.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 move an amend-
ment—
That the words *‘unless the Minister ghall
otherwise determine’’ be struck out.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: Move to strike out the
whole clause.
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Hon, A. SANDERSON: 1 want to go care-
fully. Why should the Minister have power
to determine these questiona? Why should the
Minister have power to say to a farmer, ‘' You
can sell to Tom Jones, beeause it suits my
party, or my constituency’’? Suappose ‘AT
and **B'" want to make a contract which is
against public policy, what would they do if
this clause passed as printed? Go and fix the
matter np with the Minister. The Honorary
Minister shakes his head, and I do not sup-
pose that he or anyone else in this Chamber
would be guilty of such conduet; but with the
general election coming on, and with pelitical
pressure at work from every direction, the
proposed discretion wonld be most dangerous,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
the Committee will not strike out the words.
There wmay be contracts of sale, and they
wonld then be declared void, vnless the Min-
ister was given some discretion.

Amendment_ put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed. ’
Clause 5—Amendment of Section 13:

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES;: We are giving
great power to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in this clause. Tt scems to me that it
will be possible to block all tradiug in the
State. What are we coming to? Are we
hauding over everything, iock, 'stock and bar-
rel to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., and to
the Commissioner of Railways? T protest
against the wording of the elause.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: We arc handing
over to the discretion of the Commissioner
of Railways to determine whether he will
carry wheat or not. Why nol say at bnee
that he shall refuse to earry wheat? "The
elanse says that the .Commissioner may re-
fuse to carry wheat unless consgigned to the
Minister. The Minister for Railways 1 un-
derstand has gone away. I can hardly eredit
that that can be so. In fact I refuse to be-
licve it, nntil T hear it officially announced.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He is busy winning
a game of bowls in Tasmania to-day, all the
same.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T cannot take
notice of any statement until I get it offi-
eially.’

The CHAFRMAN: We are not discussing
the Mdlnister for Railways.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: 1 should think
not. ‘The wmatter is too disgraceful to con-
sider. Reverting back to the clause, to give
discretionary power to the Commissioner of
Railways is worse than giving it to the Min-
ister, becanse we ean meet the Minister here
faet to face and disenuss the matter with him.

Hon, J. MILLS: The Honorary Minister
assured Mr. Sanderson that poultry and pig
farmers could make their purchases direct
from the farmers. If the clause is left in,
hefore they can take that wheat over the rail
ways, they will have to get the permission
of the Commissioner. I will vote against
the clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
been operating a similar clause for four

[COUNCIL.)

Years and the amending clavse in the Bill is
to make the position more clear. Scetion 13
of the Act provides that the Commissioner
may, on the request of the Minister. refuse
to carry any wheat or flour owned by any
speeified person except as pregeribed. The
clanse in the Bill is only to make the posi-
tion clear. There will be no difieulty about
the sale of wheat to poultry and pig farmers.
Our desire is to have full control, so that
there shall not be any trafficking hy agents,
What control can we have if we leave the
matter open? It will be possible for agents
to transport wheat in opposition to the
scheme.  An embargo exists now and the
amendment will only make the position elear.

Hon. G, J, G. W, MILES: Assuming there
is & man in the country handling a truck of
wheat, and he is distributing that wheat to
poultry or pig farmers, will he not be al-
lowed to get that wheat at the lowest price?
[s the proposal not a restraint of trade? The
man outbaek is taxed out of existence, and
uow in connection with this matter, he has
to get his wheat throogh the Westralian
Tarmers in Perth. It seems to wme that the
Government have not considered the position:
they are only looking at it from their peint
of view and that of the Westralian Farmers.
No other section of the eommunity is taken
into consideration. I protest strongly against
the way Parliament is being treated, and [
hope the elause will he deleted.

Hon. J, CORNELL: What the clanse pro-
poses to do is to allow the Commissioner or
any of his servants to .say that a truck of
wheat eannot be touched unless it is con-

.signed to the Minister or his agenis. Tt

seems to me, however, that .it is Section 13
that should. be amended by the clause justeal
of Section. 10. Then again, Seetion 13 of
the Ae¢t is an amendment of the Railways
Act.  That section provides that the Com-
misgioner of Railwnys may refuse to carry
wheat or flonr notwithstanding anything in
the Government Railways Aet. If we carry
the clause in the Bill we make the Commis-
sioner a gort of Dick Turpin of the read,
gnd he will be able to stop any wheat that is
not congigned to the Minister or to one of
the parties to the ngreement. I am going to
vote against the clause. ’

Hon. F. A. BAGLIAN: The Honorary
Minister gave an asssurance that pig and
poultry raisers wonld he able te deal direet
with the farmera, but he should have said
that they must get over this fence first.

The Honorary Minister: Thex are operat-

-ing under it to-day.

Hon, P. A. BAGLIN: T think, with My,
Sanderson, that we have been ‘‘let down.™’

The Honorary Minister: Not at alk

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: The wealthy poni-
try farmer and the big pig raiser can sewl
along for their truck loads of wheat, but ihe
small man, who requires 8 bag or two, will
tind that his costs will amount to more than
the value of the wheat he requires. Tt will
give preference to the man who is able tu
take the larger quantity. There will be a
good deal of ved tape involved in the trans-
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action and by the time the small man geots
his lot, he will be sick and tired of the busi-
ness. Unless there is a protecting clause to
say that the man who is a distributing
agent ean forward his few bags, the diffi-
culty will be continued, Why should the
small men not be able te purchase through
these agents? If o man is a legitimate
agent, he can secure n lot of six truecks or so
and distribute them to the small men who
require a bag, two bags, or three bags as the
¢ase may be. This distributing agent, how-
ever, is cut out of it, simply because he is an
agent. The Government are settling men
on the Peel estate at Fremantle and yet the
scttlers there will not he able to get eheap
wheat for their poultry or pigs. It may be
true that these people will be able to deal
direct with the farmers and secure wheat at
9s. per bughel, but by the time they get the
wheat, it will cost them nearly another 9a.
We should reject this clanse and then we
will see where the Minister stands regarding
his assurances. Tf we reject the clause, the
Honorary Minister will be placed in the
position of cither having to break his word
or carry out his assurances.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: We will have to
vote against this elause and also delete See-
tion 13 of the Whent Marketing Act as well,
hefore we witl relieve the situation. T ac-
cept the Minister’s explanation but T think
the position is that the Commissioner of
Railways, although he has been acting under
these powers, is not quite satisfied that his

position is legally tenable. The Commis-
sioner, therefore, nsks for these extended
powers.  Although the Commissioner has

heen exerciging these powers, the small pig
rajsers and poultry farmers are not in a
position to test the legal aspect. The posi-
tion is unsatisfactorv, T wish the Commit-
tee to understand, as T will make the amall
growers understand, that if this clauvse is
ngreed to, the small man wil! not get his
wheat at 9s.

The CHATRMAN: We are not diseussiug
the price of wheat, but the earriage of
wheat over the railways.

The Honorary Minister: Tt does not affeet
the price of wheat at all,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: L know the diffi-
culties of these small growerts, They may
require a single bag of wheat for their poul-
try. Although they may have a friend in
the eastern distriets who is quite willing to
seidd them a bag, the railway people will re-
fuse to earry the bag of wheat.

1Ton. J. Stewart: That is not the position
under the clause at all.

The MHonorarvy Minister: No, certainly

not.
Hon. A, SANDERSON: This clauge will
give the Commissioner of Railways in-

croased power in conngetion with Section 14
of the Aect, under which he is acting now.
1f the pig and poultry keopers are incom-
moded at present, they will be in a warse
position if the claure ia agreed to.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: This
clause will not affect the small man any more
than he has been affected during the past
four years.

Hon. A. Sanderson: But he has been ad-
versely affected,

Hen. G. J. G. W. Miles: Of course he has;
that is the tronble,

The HONORARY MINISTER: If a small
grower requires a bag or two of wheat, all
he has to de is to communicate with the
scheme and they will send an order to the
railways for him, and he will get his bag
of wheat forwarded. That iz all he has to
do. Mr, Baglin desires te got cheap wheat
for the people in hig province. The clauss
will help him to proeure c¢heap wheat. He
need not worry about my agsurances,

Hon, G, T. G. ‘W, Miles: You say the man
ean buy it. Yon say the agent canmot buy
from the grower; he must buy from the
scheme,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Members
must realise that we cannot allow indis-
criminate trading by the agents. 1f we do,
the whole scheme breaks down. T1f we per-
niitted it, the agent would go inte the coun-
try and offer the growers 6s. 6d. for the
wheat, pointing out at the same time that
the growers were only to get 2s. 6d. advance
against the wheat in the pool, with 2s 6d. a
little later on. The result would be that the
agent would secure whatever quantity he
desired and bring it down to Fremantle.
The agent would require his full pound of
flesh and take advantage of the protection
of the scheine,

Hon., G. J. ¢. W, Miles: Youn only look
at the matter from one little centre. This is
o big State,

The HONQRARY MINISTER: There is
not the slighteat difficulty confronting any
genuine user in his effort to get wheat. The
agent can purchase his requirements from
the scheme from inferior wheat up to that
for which the price is ixed at 9. The amall
poultry man can buy direct from the farmer
by getting an order from the scheme, and
the order will be sent to the railways for
him. That system has been carried out for
feur years and has been very sucecssful,

Hon. A, Sanderson: Successful! That i in-
teresting.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
hove been no eomplaints where the dealings
have Dbeen direet with the farmers, The
complaints have been in the wmetrapolitan
arca, where the agent has gone down to the
yard, pieked up a large quantity. and dis-
posed of it at higher prices.

The CHATRMAN: T do not know that
members should discnss the mounetary aspect
under this clavse.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The clause
does not affect the price, either increased or
deereased. Tt is simply a matter of the
scheme having the eontrol of the wheat. Tf
we allow trafficking by the agents, the agents
will be able to take advantage of the scheme,
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Hon. G. J. G. W, M1LES: People are hand-
ling wheat in the goldfields district, in the
North and elsewhere. They desire to buy a
fow trueks for despateh to the outer portiouns
of the State buil they cannot buy at 9s. and
are charged 12s.

The Henorary Minister:
from the seheme.

Hon, (i, .T. G. W, MILES: You do not pive
an assurance that they could buy at 9s. You
say they eovld buy at the world’s parity.

The Honorary Minister: Nothing of the
sort. I gave you the assuranee that they
could buy at 9s.

Hon, G. J. G. W, MILES: [t has cost up
to 30s. o bushe!, when people in the back coun-
try have wanted their supplies, The scheme
wants to bleed these people for a few more
shillingeg. The men in the back country
should he able to secure it at the lowest price.
The Houorary Minister will not give us any
assuranee on that point and if he does give
us an assuranee, it is not worth a snap of
the fingers.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T am rather
amused at the teorn the diseussion has taken.
Members had an opportunity of fixing the
price at an earlier stage and I do not see how
that question arises under this clause. There
must be o reason for it and if the Honovary
Minister wounld give us a full cxplanation,
there would be very little opposition to it.

Hon, J, NTCHOLSON : Despite the discus-
gion that has taken plaee, 1 am still in a
dilemma. TUnder the 1916 Act full power is
given to the Commissioner of Railways, on
the request of the Minister, to refuse to carry
wheat which is not the subject of an Inter-
state contract. I do not see why dealings
between parties who require this wheat should
be altogether debarred, and why it should
come through one channel, go long as it is
not going outside the State. If the wheat
which is subject to an Imterstate contraet has
been bought by some enterprising person, and
ta to be eonveyed away, we would find the
Commisgioner of Railways refusing to earry
it. However, I am not so much concerned
with that aspect as with the position of the
amall growers in and around Perth. If there
is o clenr explanation of the reason for the
clanse, T mny change my views. At the pre-
sent time, my view is that this provision is
not o wise one and should not be passed by
the Commiitee. The Honorary Minister and
the Commissioney are fully protected under
Saction 13 of the existing Act.

They could buy

The Honorary Minister: The Commijssioner -

pays he is mot.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Honorary Min-
ister says the elause is inscrted with the ob-
ject of preventmg agents handling wheat
with a view to exporting it. If the Commis-
pioner has an idea that large quantities of
wheat are being trucked with the object of
being exported, it will be easy for him to put
the train-load of wheat into a siding for a
few hours and telephone to the Minister for
instrnctions, I think that power is quite
gufficiently wide.

[COUNCIL,]

The HONORARY MINISTER: The pro-
vision will not interfere with people buying
small parcels of wheat ju the country, All it
will do will be te prevent merchants buying
cdivect from the farmers and so taking an
undue advantage of the scheme. The Com-
missioner of Ruilways says that Seetion 13
is not sulficiently clear, and the Crown Law
Department have (rafted the clause to meot
the pogition.  Under Mr. Nicholson's supues-
tion the Railway Departinent would be re-
quired to act as police. It would not neces-
surily be a train-load of wheat, for a single
truck would yield a tewnpting profit. Any
person desiring to get a small parcel of
wheat from a farmer can casily seeure per-
wission from the scheme.

Hon. J. Nicholeon: That is teo roundabout
a way.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I want to
prevent agents taking advantage of the
reheme to make huge profits, This has been
very carefully thought out.

Hon, A, Sandersen: It has indeed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: My advis-
ory. board bas brought forward a strong re-
commendation that the clause should be in-
serted.

on, A. SANDERSON : No doubt this thing
s been very ecarefully thought out from
the point of view of the authorities, I want
it as earefully thought out from the point of
view of the pig and poultry farmers. If
the railways are left open, the small man
will get his feed for pigs and poultry much
cheaper and quicker. The action of the Rail-
way Department must have an effect on the
price of wheat to the small poultry farmer.
If the man at Doodlakine knows that the
rajilways cannot hold up his whear, he will
put a single bag on & truck and send it down
to the man in the metropolitan aren.

The Honorary Minister: How will that
make it cheapert

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The hon. mcmbm
docg not seem to know how these unfortun-
ate people live. Why should not the small
poultry farmer be able to send a private order
to the man nt Doodlakine for a bushel of
wheat t

The Honorary Minister: Let the hon, mem-
ber show us how that will save expense.

The CHATRMAN: T do not propose te
allow the hon, member to proceed on those
lines. The price of wheat has nothing to do
with the clause.

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: But, by giving th
Commissioner of Railways undue ‘control over
consignments, the clause will result in an en-
hanced price of wheat. 1s it any wonder that
the poultry farmers are in such a Lad way
when they are tied up in the manner propused !
As a matter of fact the clanse is already in
operatlon and requires only clear confirma-
tien in the Bill

Hon, .f. CORNELIL:
ment—

That after ¢‘carrier’’ in line 4 the words
‘“more than one ton of'' he inserted.

I move an smend-
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This will serve to keep down the pareels to
a minimum. At a later stage I will move
n further amendment, vestrieting it to any
une eonsignment,

Hon. JJ. CUNNINGHAM: I am not clear
ahout the intention of the amendment. A
one-ton parcel could be sent in each of two
or three trains per day.

Hon. J. Corncll: T will make it a hun-
drellweight. .

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Rut the prinei-
ple would be the same,

The Honorary Minister: Would the hon.
member aceept a smallor guantity ?

« Hon. J, Cornell; T would be prepared to
make it five hundredweight.

Hon, T. Moore: The difficulty is that five
hundredweight is just short of three bags,

The Honorary Minister: Make it five bags.

Hon. f. CYornell: T will accept that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T suggest that it
would be an improvement if we made the
elause read that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways may refusc to carry any consignment
of wheat exceeding five bags.

tlon. J. CORNELL: With a view to ae-
cepting My, Nicholson’s suggestion, T ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amemiment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. J. NTGCHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘earry’’ the words ‘‘any
consignment of’? be inserted, and after
‘'wheat,’’ the words ‘cxeeeding five
bags?’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended agreed to,

Clauses 6, 7—agreed to.

Schedule:
Hon, @, J. . W. MILES: I move an
amendment—

That in line 3 of Clause 3 the words
‘‘without the avthority of the Minister
first obtained’’ he struck out,

Tf the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., are given
this eontract, they should act as agents for
the farmers and for them only, and should
not have authority even with the permission
of the Minister to deal in wheat.

Hon. H. STEWART: The amendment might
nmake it diffieult for farmers to get seed
wheat, Surely we ean leave it to the disere-
tion of the Minister to sec that avenues for
obtaining seed wheat are not closed, espee-
ially as we have many new settlers including
returned soldiers, going on the land. Perhaps
the Miuister can tell us what arrangements
are likely to be made to see that ample anp-
plics of seed wheat wre obtainable.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Apparently Mr,
Miles and T have heen defented on the mnain
issve, aml T ask him whether he thinks it
reasonable to push the opposition any fur-
ther, If the words were struck out, the whole
sechedule might be upset. Doubtless the Min-
ister has been well advised and has made the
Lest possible terms.
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The HONOQRARY MINISTER: The Wes-
tralian Farmers, Ltd, make a speciality of
importing seed wheat. Tf these words are
struck out, they will be unable to handle
seed wheat. It should be sufficient to leave
the matter in the hands of the Minister. Only
seed wheat would be involved.

Hon. G, J. G. W, MILES: I must enter
my emphatic protest against the manner in
which this Bill is framed for the ¢onvenience
of one company only, If we give them the
vight to handle the whole of the wheat, we
should debar them from trading in whoeat.
It wounld be seandalens to allow the scliedule
to go through without any comment or pro-
tost.

The Honorary Minister:
strong on the point.

Hon. G. J, G. W, MILES: Well, T am.
The Westralian Farmers, Ltd., ahould be pre-
vented from trading or dealing in wheat

Hon. A. SANDERSON:I endorse what Mr,
Miles has said but I ask him to consider my
suggestion. Can the Minister lay on the Table
to-morrow the latest report and balance
sheet of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.?
When we are concluding an agreement with
these people, we should know wheo they are
and what their financial position is,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Hon. mem-
bers scem to think that T am closely asso-
ciated with the Westralian Farmers Ltd,,
which is not the case. T have no power to ve-
quest them to furnish a balance sheet so that
it may be placed on the Table of the House,
but T am sure that hon. members could get
one on application at the office of the ecom-
pany.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Surely it is not un-
reasonable to ask that before we conclude a
most important agreement with the company
we should know with whom we are dealing, T
do not suggest that the Honorary Minister
is connected with this company, but T e¢an-
not belicve that he would find any dQiffieulty
in getting the papers I have asked for.

Hon. G, T, G. W, MIL.ES: Ihope theCom-
mittee will strike this out. If a Labour Gov-
ernment were in power and had an arrange-
ment with the Trades Hall for the handling
of the harvest, would hon. members agree to
pass the clanse in an agreement such as this?
The Westralian Farmers are a political or-
ganisation, but notwithstanding this the
Honorary Minigter, without the consent of
Parliament, enters into an agreement with
them for the handling of the wheat,

Amendment put and [;assed.

Hon, J. CORNELL:
mant—

That in Cleuse 7 paragraph (a) the fol-
lowing he added: *‘Provided also that
when enpaging employees, servants, or
workmen, the agent or any person deputed
by the agent tor that purpese, shall, ait
things being considered give prefarence of
employment to discharged soldiers.’’

The HONORARY MINISTER: Seeing
that this is the principle I have always fol-

I am not very

I move an amend-
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lowed out in the operations of the wheat
scheme, T have no objection to this amend-
ment,

Amendment put snd passed.

Hon. G. J, G. W. MILES: Why has the
remuncration to the agents been inereased
by onc-eighth of a penny?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The agents
will derive no benefit from this increase. The
money will go to the sub-apents operating
at the country sidings, The cost of everything
has gone up from what it was when the rate
wag fixed four years ago. It is mow impos-
sible for the sub-agents to carry out this work
without extra remuncration.

Hon, T. Moore: The agrcement says noth-
ing about sub-ageuta; are they to get the in-
erease?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. A, SANDERION. Will the Hon-
orary Minister ask the compsny to furnish
the report and balanee gheet to whieh I have
referred?

The Honorary Minister:
it.

Ifon, T, MOORE: TIn the abscmce of Mr.
Hickey T move an ‘amendment—

That in Clauwse 12 subelause 2, all the
words after '‘nandling’’ to the end of the
sub paragraph be struek out, and ‘‘shall be
paid for by the agent’’ be iserted in lien,

It ig not right that the Westralian Farmers
should be at liberty to go in for any wild
proposition they like. We should aveid any
possible extravaganes on their part and he
in & position to throw the responsibility upon
them, )

The HONOKARY MINISTER: At the
time when this work was first let to sulw
agents the wages were, 1 think, 14s. 2 day;
they arc now 18s, The inerense of wune-
cighth of a penny just about makes up for
that difference in wages,

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: What profit did
the company make last year?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T de not
know, but it could not have heen great.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: We get no in-
formation at all,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Most of
the sub-agents lost money, and the apoents
had to make them an allowance of one-ciylith
of a penny per hushel to tide them over.
This is an important amendment, and 1f it is
carried it will mean that the agents will want
more remuneration than they are at present
nsking for,

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: This is an import-
ant amendment, from the point of view of the
auccessfnl operation of the scheme, the Wes-
tralian Farmers, and the industrial peace of
the State. We have heard a great deal about
strikes in connection with the handling of
wheat. Different members have stated that
they would be only too pleased to do any-
thing they conld to get over future diffienl-
ties in this respect. Tf it could he ar-

I will try to get

{COUNCIL.]

ranged that the organisation, to which those
who do the labour in connection with the
handling of the wheat belong, dealt
direet with  those  responmsible  bodies
that arc paying the wages, a better
state of affairs could be brought about.
That econdition will securc peace more cer-
tainly than will dealing with any JMinister.
Iet us climinate the Minister, whoever he may
be.  The cmployer lhere is the Westralian
Farimers Ltd., a body having many represen-
tatives in this Chamber, The Westralian
Farmers get not less than 27s. per 100 for
lumping the bags, and for that work they pay
the men who actually do it about 7s. per 100:
The profit to the Westralian Farmers on this
work ig fully £1 per 100 bags. 1f the workers
and the Westralian Farmers could be brought
into imunediate contact, a reasonable arrange-
ment would@ speedily be reached and indns-
trial peace ensured. But probably there will
not be industrial peace if the amendment is
defeated.

[ Mon, W, Kingsnmill took the Chair.]

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The last speaker’s
argument really goes to show that the agree-
ment should pass as printed. Any increase
in wages which may be gvanted will have to be
horue by the pool.

Hon, A, II. Panton: But that can only he
arranged by leave of the Mlinister.

Hon, R. J. LYNXN: To ask that any addi-
tion wages payable to the men handling the
wheat should be borze by the Westralian
Farmers is unrcasonabte. The company wounld
refuse to accept such a condition, saying that
they base their contraetf price on ruling rates
of wages. The Westralian Farmers are the only
organisation in this State capable of handling
the wheat harvest. 1f the agreement is altererl
now, the company will prohably demand an in-
cicased price, if only as the result of this dis-
cussion, which will he regarded s an intima-
tion of an imminent rise in wages.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN : Does not Mr. Lynn
think it a reasonable requirement to ask that
the Minister should tell us what was the profit
made on this contraet Iast year! We know
nothing whatever about the company, or
about the profit which has been made. T
agree that to interfere with the agreement,
mnless we have the fullest knowledge of the
circnmstances, would be most dangerous, if
not merely futile. 1 wrge Mr. Lynn to use
his influence to get the Commiittee some infor-
mation on this subjeet.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: The extraordinary
ramarks of my senior colleague are cavsing
me gradually to wake wp. From those re-
marks it seems that a wheat combine is being
eveated. Mr, Lynn tells us that if we are not
very careful what we do and say here to-night,
the State will find itself at the mercy of the
Westralinn Farmers Ltd., possibly for ever-
more. But how was the wheat harvest
handled before the Westralian Farmers came
into existence? By a number of agents.
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Hon, H. Stewart:
cheaply as now.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN : Tt was being handled,
and the country was not in the hazardous
position of being at the mercy of one com-
pany for the handling of its wheat. Appar-
ently, we must be very careful how we speak
on behalf of the men whe do the bullecking,
lest we offend the powerful Westralian Farm-
era Ltd. Personally I favour co-operation,
and I assisted in the formation of the Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. Even at that time [
Lad a suspicion that the founders were not
real co-operators, and now it appears that
the Westralian Farmers Lid. represent a
hastard form of co-operation. We find, how-
ever, that this concern is stretehing out to grip
the whole of the wheat trade, and ggtting its
grip on the Wheat Scheme as well, so that, in
fact, we cannot do without it. IF we do not
Jiroteet those men who are doing the hard
work, then we will find ourselves placed in
a very bad position, We should not allow a
coneern to develop so that it wili grip the
whole community., If it is attaining those
proportions, surely it is time that we com-
menced to get rid of it. If it is such as has
been indicated, we should get rid of this con-
cern at the earlivst possible moment. T still
have to Delieve that the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. has got a hold over us, and that we must
rid ourselves from its grip. The statements
which have been made, furnish a revelation
to me. TE this concern is stretehing out in
every direction fto secure greater power, we
must deal with it. T am afraid that the Wes-
tralian Farniers Ltd. runs the Country party
and has a good hold on the Honorary Minister
in this Chamber. We should see that this
trading concern does not secure any additional
advantages in the State to-day.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1 am astonished to
hear the remarks by Mr, Baglin. Fad he
been in this House a few years ago when other
acquiring agents, including Dreyfus & Co,,
Dalgety & Co. Johm Darling & Son, and
James Bell & Co,, snhmitted their prices for
handling the wheat, he would realise that
the apgreement before us to-night provides
mueh Iower rates,

But not nearly ao

Hon. T. Moore: They used to buy the
wheat.
Hon. J, DUFFELL: The hon. member

does not know what he is talking about. They
did nothing of the kind. They put in their
prices just the same ax the Westralian Farm-
ers.  Judging hy the relative prices these
agents pnt in compared with the price sub-
nmitted hy the Westralian Farmers, it is as-
tonnding to me to find that the last-mentioned
eoncern, for whom T hold ro lwief, is able
to put in sneh a low quotation.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It is the lowest quote
in Australia.

Hon. JJ, DUFFELL: Tt is astonigshing that
we have been able to make such a goed ar-
rangement. Tf we stayed here HIl to-morrow
morning, we eould not improve ou the agree-
ment embodicd in the Bill. Tf any altera-
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tion were to be effected it should have been
mwade in August or September last, and we
ghould not have waited unti]l the present
time, when the wheat is coming into the
city and there is no one respensible to take
over the handling.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What chance had we
of dealing with it in August? The Bill ia
only just before ua.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: We had just as much
chance of dealing with it then as now. Tt
only required some member to table a mo-
tion indicating that it was necessary, and the
subject would have Deen considered and
dealt with. T was at first opposed to the
Westralian Iarmers, and T introduced a
deputation frem the aequiring agents a few
days before tenders closed for the handling
of the harvest. Those agents could not come
down to the price offered by the Westralian
Farmers.

Hon, G. J. G. W, Miles: They offered to
do the handling at a lower rate.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Only after they
knew they had no chance of getting the work.
They were out to get the biggest price they
could.

Hon. T. Moore:
now.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am astonished
that the Westralian Farmers, instead of
quoting 1%4d. did not put in at 134d.

The CHATRMAN: Order! We are not
diseussing that.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The clause as it
stands in thie Bill deals adequately with the
position. It is equitable to the farmers who
have to pay the piper; it is agreeable to the
Government and I see no reason why we
should not aceept it. TUnder the agrcement
we will get the wheat handled far cheaper
than is the ease in any of the other wheat-
growing States of the Commonwealth.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: Mvr. Baglin could not
he cxpected to be au fait with matters rela-
tiva to these handling agreements. This is
the first which bag been hefore the House
gince he beeame a member of this Chamber,
At the ineeption T was onc of the bitterest
opponents of the Westralian Farmers. 1T
congidered al the time that they had no right
te come inte the wheat handling business and
divert it from the ordinary channels of trade.

Hon. T. Moore: Your conversion was
rapid.

Hou. R, J. LYNN: For the past four or
five years the Westralian Farmers handled the
wheat to the entire satisfaction of the Gov-
ernment, and trade has heen diverted into a
co-operative concern. In the cireumstances,
T eannot do anything but attempt to keep
the trade in the present ehannels, To-day the
Woestralian Farmers Ltd. comprises practie-
ally 90 per cent. of the producers of wheat
in the State. What conld bz more fair or
equitable than that the people who toil in
order to produce the wheat, should have the
handling and disposing of their commodity$

Hon. T. Moore: Are they the same peo-
plet

And so daes this flem,
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Hon. R. J, LYNN: They are. The sub-
sidiary co-operative concerns are merely part
of the parent firm. The sharcholders are
producing 90 per cent, of the wheat. No one
has more right to handle it than the growers
themselves. As I have already indicated, I
was cpposed to the Wastralian Farmers se-
euring the business at the outsct beeause I
considered it was equitable that the agents,
merehants, and storekeepers who had sup-
ported the farmers should retain the trade
in ordinary channels until the framers had
discharged their liahilities. Assistance was

given through the Tndustries Assistance
Board and Parliament granted a mora-
torium. The movement to enable the co-

operative vompanies to take over the hand-
ling of the wheat scemed to me to be an in-
terferenee with  the ordinary channels of
trade. However, new conditions arese and
the Woestralian Farmers has developed into
a profitable concern in the interests of the
growers themselves,

Hon. A. H. Panton:
combine,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: If it is a combine, it
i a co-operative combine and the share-
holders, who are the growers, secure the ad-
vantage of the profits.

Hon, G. J. G. 'W. Miles:
simers pay.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Would the hen. mem-
ber suggest that the agreement should be
cancelled and Dalgety’s and the other ngents
shonld take over the work?

Hon, . A. Baglin: Give them a chanee.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: T ecan imagine what
sort of a chance the hon. member wounld give
them. We would hear about the tentacles
ot the octopus, of this concern battening
on the community, and soc on. Some
members  say  the  remuneration  should
be so based that the middlemen eould traffie
and fleece the farmer as in the past, Tf 1
could have my way there would be no middle
men, and the worker would get his full pound
of flesh. T ask the Committee to leave the
agreement, as it stands. 1t is the best cver
made in the Commonwealth,

Mon. H. STEWART: It is easy to sce
that this agrecment has been fixed at bed-
rock prices and provides that finy inercase
ghall he horne by the pool, not by the eon-
sumer, but by the producer of the wheat,
Mr. Miles knows in his own mind that the
firms opposing the Westralian Farmers Lid.
had a fair deal, netwithstanding whieh ke
still maintains an illogical attitwde incon-
siatent with his knowledge, As for the in-
culits mentioned by Mr. Baglin, let vs make
a comparison of the rates paid in New Seunth
Wales, South Awustralia, and Vietoria. In
South Aunstralia for the whole average ser-
viee the price is 2 3-16d, Tn Vietoria and
Now South Wales it is 2¥d. Fn this State
it is I d. That shows how the coutract has
been eut down.

Hon. T. Moore: Tt shows the class of
workers we have in this State.

Hon. TI. BTEWART: TFor the first rer-
viee, concluding with the stack, if we call

It has grown into a

And the con-
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South Austraiia 18, the ratio i3 Victoria and
New South Wales 17, Western Australia 14.
For the second part of the service, from the
farmers’ wagons into trucks, the relative
ratios are 18 for South Anstralia, 17 for
New South Wales and Vietoria, and 9 for
Wesgtern Australia.

Hon, J. W. Hickey: Ts the hon. member
disenssing the amendmnent or the agreementd

The CHAIRMAN: T have allowed con-
siderable latitude, but the hon, member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon, H. STEWART: T wag doing so. T
pointed ont that here, if we paid for a ser-
viee, it wag understood teo bhe on a certain
basis of wages, and it was necessary for me
to vite those figures. The rate is ent 80 fine
that there is absolutely no margin to allow
of any increase in ‘rates being borne by the
agent.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY:
that the hon, membher is
tative of the Westralian

Hen, H. Stewart:
that.

The CHATRMAN:
withdraw it.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: Yes, I withdraw,
but eertainly the hon. member has the in-
terests of that company at heart in common
with those of his constitneney generally.
None of his rcmarks had any bearing on the
amendment; if they had, they were really in
support of the amendment. He referred to
the inahility of the Westrnlian Farmers TLitd.
to pay this amount. There iz nothing in the
amendnient asking the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. to increase their payments. Tf a re-
mquest were made to the Westralinn Farmers
for an industrial agreement, no doubt the
firm would aecede to that request. I am only
asking that the workers’' representatives
shall be ecntitled to deal direetlv with the
rmployers.

Hon. H. Stewart: Who is in e¢harge of
the farmers® wheat? The Minister, not the
Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hon, J. W. HI'KEY: The Westralian
Farmers Ltd. are the agents for the time
heing, and the wheat lumpers want to deal
directly with the firm. The manager of the
wheat scheme says it is not his business, that
the workers have to deal with the Westralian
Parmers Ltd, Under the BHl they eannot do
this, but have to deal with the Minister,
They do not want that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Hickey
has told us what is in his mind. If he had
a thousand men employed under an agent at
Kalgoorlic, would he agree to the agent say-
ing what should be paid those men withont
reference to him? That would bhe ridiculons.
Yet he would like the Westraltan Farmers
Ltd. to he able to say to the men, ** Yes, yon
may have a pound a day: we o not mind. "’
Tt is apparent that he thinks it less ensy to
get an increase from the Minister than from
the agents. The amendment wonld neressitate
an increase of the present rate of remunera-
tion paid fo the agents before they would ac-
cept any such liability. The agents at present

Tt is well known
the Perth represen-
Farmers TLtd.

I take exception to

The hon, member will
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have no chance to meet any inercase in wages,

Hon, J. W. llickey: lLeave the agents to
siy that.

The HONORARY MINISTKR: But they
would refuse to operate under the agreement,
If it is decided later on that an increase of
wages uast he paid, there should be some way
to meet the increase. There will be no way
to meet it if the nmendment is aceepted.

Hon. ). CORNELL: The ‘object of ‘the
amendment, [ take it, is that in the event of
a dispote the men wish to deal with the agents
who employ them, instead ot negotiating
through another party. Whether the incerease
should be passed on and borne by the pool is
another question. Most contracts contain a
¢lange to cover any incrense of wages or cessa-
tion of work., Whetlher the wording of the
amendment will achieve what the hon. member
desires, T do not know,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The best amendment
I was able to frame is the one I have tabled.
All T ask is that in connection with industrial
arrangements the mcn engaged on the job
shoulil be able to deal exclusively with the
Westralian Farmers Lid. I do not want the
agents to say that they cannot deal with ns,
but that we must deal with the Minister. I
do not say that the agents can pay more than
they pay nt present, but personally T believe
they can. T merely wish to give them an op-
portunity to say whether they can or not with-
out referring us to the Minister. If we cannot
deal with the Westralian Farmers Ltd. the
Minister must take the responsibility for what
might happen in future. In the past ocur ex-
pericnee with the Minister has been most un-
satisfactory. I do not want a recurrence of
that, but there will be a recurrence if the
amendment is not passed, because the Minister
is not the best man to deal with this sort of
thing.

Tlon. A. Sanderson; He is not in charge of
the scheme,

IIon. J. W. HICKEY: Hc¢ is entirely in
charge of this portion of it. The Minister
made a mess of things before and he wants
to repeat the dose.

The Honorary Minister: Of what part did
I make & mess?

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The Minister kept
a lot of good men tramping about the coun-
try. He said they would not get work again
nnder the scheme, though a lot of them aid.
He posed as being a strong man, and a hero.
He kept them tramping about for a time, but
they got work afterwards.

The Honorary Minister: It was their own
favlt entirely.

Hon. J. W, HICEEY: T regret that the
Minister ’s interjection has led me to digress
gomewhat.

The Honorary Minister;
the subjeet.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: It does not reflect
great credit upon the Honorary Minister. My
ohject is to enable the men to deal direetly
with the representatives of the people who
are employing them. When the Westralian

You introdueed
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TFarmera are to get say, 29s. per 100 bags
for handling the whent, to give the men 7s.
for lifting it 20 bags high is not giving them
very much. No Miniater should have the
right to dictate to a contractor ag to the terms
he shall make with his employees. Either let
the Westralian Farmers do this work en-
tirely or let the Minister do it as repre-
sentative of the Government, Let us have
it one way or the other. If the amendment
does not give satisfaction I shall have dene
what T could to prevent the diffienlties of the
past from reearving in the future, but if the
Committee reject it they must take the full
reaponsibility for their action.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If this amend-
ment will overcome an industrial difficulty,
it is entitled to the fullest consideration. The
proposal put forward by Mr., Hickey acema o
very reasonable one, though it may mean
the redrafting of the agreement.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: I take it this agree-
ment was framed om the current rate of
wages, '

The Honorary Minister: That is so.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We¢ have here a round-
about way of doing business, The agreement
should be altered so as to provide that any
negotiations for increases in wages must be
between the men and the Minister, and that
any increase granted must be a charge uvpon
the poel. In this respect I would eliminate
the agent. Even as the agreement now reads,
the final decision regarding higher wages
rests with the Minister. T fear that the
amendment, even if carried, will not get us
much further forward.

Hon, G. J. G. W. MILES: I regret that
I cannot support the amendment. I am op-
posed to the ngreement, and especially to the
manner in whieh the whole question has been
handled, but the Wostralian Farmers are
only agents for the Minister, who represent
the pool. Are the Westralian Farmers down
to bedrock in their guotation? Have quota-
tions been obtained from any other quarter?
Has the Minister that information? TIs he
withholding it intentionally?

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: I am surpriged nt
the remarks of Mr, Miles, on whose support
I was counting. My amendment merely asks
that the Westralian Farmera shall lave the
opportunity of dealing directly with the
men, If they find they have not sufticient
margin to meet an increase in wages, they
will appeal to the Minister. T know that I
can get an increase from the Westralian Far-
mers on the rates now being paid. The com-
pany, if I understand their objects wightly,
do not desire to make a large profit on this
contract, but aim chiefly at handling the
wheat efficiently and cheaply for the prowers.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result;—

Aves e .. .. 8
Noes . .. oo 11
Majority against .. 3
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Hon. G. W. Mlles (Teller.) Dlvl%;nd Duties Act Amendment, Assembly’s 2608
Amendment thus negatived. I-nm:a'gax and Tacome Fax, Assembiy's Mes- 2028
Hon. G. J. G. W. MILLS: Clause 18 of the ‘Tndusteica ‘Amslstance Act Conthnusnce, As- .
schedula provides for a bond. What form Gonerily’s Measage - i Stok A ct Amend 628
does this bond take? Does the company put ment, 28., Com report ... 2623
cash? ,870 000, Oom., report 2650
W s Dontsts " La, 2646
The HONURARY MINISTER: Yes. Tox (blfect.lon, o' 2645
Jon. Q. J. G, W, MILE3: In Clause 19

of the schedule, why is the liability decreased
although the value of the wheat hag increased
and there has been an increase in the charges
for handling the wheat?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The lia-
bility is earried by the agent, not the sub-
agent. The reason for the reduction is on
account of the increase in the prices and
wages, and if the agent has to carry more
liability we must pay him for it.

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES: Can the Min-
ister say whether anybody else was prepared
to handle the wheat? Can he give ue the date
of the agrecment with the Westralian Farm-
ers, Lti.} Apparently the Government have
seen fit to carry on and have made the con-
ditions easicr for tF's firm, making their lia-
bilities less and inc.ensing the remuneration.
The Committee is entitlsd to more informa-
tion and we should increase this liability to
the same rate as obtained last year, T move
an amendment—

That in line 2 ‘“one eighth of a penny’’
be struck out and ‘‘one farthing’’ inserted
in New.

The CHAITRMAN: T do not think the hon,
member ¢an move the amendment. It is out
of order.

Hon. @. J. 3. W. MILES: Tt is not a tax
on anyone; it is for the protection of the
community in an agreement.

The CHATRMAN: As it is an agreement,
in the circumstances I will aceept the amend-
ment,

Amendment put and negatived.
Schedule as amended put and  passed.
Schedules A, B, C—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 11.6 p.m.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WESTRALIAN TFARMERS,
LIMITED.

Hon., A, SANDERSON (withont notice)
asked the Honorary Minister: Has he been
able to obtain the report and balance sheet
of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd. ¢

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
No, it has not yet come to hand.

SELECT COMMITTEE—OPTICIANS
BILL.

Extengion of Time.
On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, time for

Lringing up the Sclect Committee’s report
cxtended nntil next day.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Workera’ Compensation Aet Amend-
ment.
2, Divorce Act Amendment,
Returned to the Assembly with amend-
mente,

BILL—-WHEAT MARKETING.
Report of Committee.
The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the report of the Committee be
ado)ted.

Hon, G. J, G, W. MILES: The Honorary
Minister should first furrish us with the in-
‘nt ation a-ked for yesterday, as to the date
of the agreement. I will oppose the motion
until we pet that information, and 1 hope
the House will support me.

The PRESTDENT: T suggest that any op-
pogition shonld come at the third reading
g‘age. I do this merelv vith the objeet of



